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OPEN LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER
JUSTIN TRUDEAU
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau:
The media outlets publishing this letter are
competitors. We publish news in every region in
Canada. In both languages. We don’t always see
eye-to-eye.
So an open letter to you – and the prominence
we’re giving it in our publications – is unprecedented. But then so is the threat to news media
in Canada. And, frankly, so shocking is the inaction of your government that it demands this
unprecedented step.
For months, you and the Minister of Canadian
Heritage, Steven Guilbeault, have promised action to rein in the predatory monopoly practices
of Google and Facebook against Canadian news
media. But so far, all we’ve gotten is talk. And
with every passing week, that talk grows hollower and hollower.
As you know, the two web giants are using their
control of the Internet and their highly sophisticated algorithms to divert 80% of all online
advertising revenue in Canada. And they are
distributing the work of professional journalists
across the country without compensation.
This isn’t just a Canadian problem. Google and
Facebook are using their monopoly powers in
the same way throughout the world – choking
off journalism from the financial resources it
needs to survive.
The difference is that other countries are putting
their foot down. Australia’s parliament – with
support from all parties – has enacted comprehensive new legislation requiring the two web
giants to negotiate collectively with that country’s media. And they’ve backed up these new
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rules with enforcement teeth.
Time and again, you and your government have
committed to similar action. The Minister of Canadian Heritage has specifically and repeatedly
committed to tabling legislation this spring. But
after months of promises, there is still no legislation. And with the summer parliamentary recess
approaching and the strong possibility of a fall
general election, words alone will not sustain
Canadian journalists through the long months
of legislative inaction and relentless power plays
by Google and Facebook.
Indeed, recently, Facebook announced shortterm commercial arrangements with a few
Canadian media outlets. Until all news media
in this country can negotiate collectively with
Google and Facebook, the two multinationals
will continue to use their market dominance to
drive terms that are in their interests.
Let’s be clear: Canadian news media are not
looking for new funding or new taxes, or user
fees. We’re not calling for – and certainly don’t
want – restrictions or regulations affecting freedom of speech.
In fact, the health of our democracy depends on
a vibrant and healthy media. To put it bluntly,
that means that you, Prime Minister, need to
keep your word: to introduce legislation to break
the Google/Facebook stranglehold on news before the summer recess. It’s about political will –
and promised action. Your government’s promise.
The fate of news media in Canada depends on
it. In no small way, so too does the fate of our
democracy.
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Vigil held in Park-Ex
for slain Muslim family
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Demonstrators
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Hundreds call for action against renovictions

Demonstrators take to the streets two weeks
before moving day
MATIAS BRUNET-KIRK

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
matias@newsfirst.ca

Only two weeks away from the provinces
moving day on Jul. 1, hundreds of demonstrators took to the streets to protest against the
growing number of renovictions and to bring
awareness to what they say is an increasingly
severe housing crisis.
The protest started at Jarry Park and subsequently made its way through Villeray and Park
Extension before arriving at the borough council office where speeches were made.
Although the demonstrators represented
different groups and interests from across the
island, they were all asking that more be done to
address renovictions and the rise in rent prices.
The protest was organized by a coalition
of local housing organizations including
Comité d’Action de Parc Extension (CAPE),
Regroupement des comités logement
et associations de locataires du Québec
(RCLALQ) and L’Association des locataires
de Villeray (ALV).

The focus of the protest was the rise in renovictions, the practice of evicting tenants to perform major renovations and subsequently
raising rent prices. Photo: CAPE

Renovictions

tenants for good.
It has garnered attention and criticism over
the past year as an increasingly common and
aggressive tactic in the rental market to evict
low-income residents from buildings and
gentrify areas.
“Demonstrators demand from the Minister of

The focus of the protest was the rise in renovictions in Montreal and across the province.
This is the practice of evicting tenants to
perform major renovations and subsequently
raising rent prices, most often pushing out

Municipal Affairs and Housing Andrée Laforest
to set up a concrete political response to the
housing crisis,” read a statement by the group
of organizers.
“A mere month before Jul. 1, many households
are victims of eviction and harsh rent increases,
with tactics such as renovictions increasing,”
continued the statement.

2

• Nouvelles Parc-Extension News • 18 juin, 2021 / June 18, 2021

Need for more effective rent
control

Professional Auto Body
Repair & Painting
Insurance Work Accepted
Expert Color Matching
Import Car Specialists

|
|
|

All Work Guaranteed
Factory Genuine Parts
Major & Minor Repairs
1385, Boul. des Laurentides
local 103, Vimont, Laval, Qc.

514 476-4565

This viewpoint was also shared by Park Ex
organization CAPE, who were one of the
co-organizers behind the protest on Saturday
afternoon.
“The goal is to call out the government about
what’s happening with the evictions in the city
and to demand better laws to protect tenants,”
said Celia Dehouche, a community organizer
with CAPE.
“This area got gentrified in the past few years
and a lot of people have been evicted in this area
as well,” added Dehouche on the significance of
the protest route through Villeray, Little Italy
and Park Extension.
Many advocacy groups including CAPE are
demanding that the provincial government do
more to address the issue, such as imposing
more effective rent controls and regulating the
rental housing market.
“To give the chance to people to stay in the
neighbourhood to pay decent rent that reflects
their incomes,” is what activists want added
Dehouche.

Motion at city council

The demonstration came only 2 days before
borough mayor for Villeray─Saint-Michel
Parc-Extension Giuliana Fumagalli presented
a motion to implement a rent prices registry
locally in Montreal, on Monday at a city council
meeting.
“Montreal has no other choice than to initiate
a rent registry project to truly protect tenants
and the rental housing market,” read a statement
provided by the mayor’s office, further berating
the inaction of the provincial government.
The motion was supported by Sue
Montgomery, borough mayor for Côte-desNeiges– Notre-Dame-de-Grâce along with
Christine Gosselin, city councillor for the

“The goal is to call
out the government
about what’s
happening with
the evictions in the
city and to demand
better laws to
protect tenants,”
district of Vieux-Rosemont.
“The rent registry is a necessary tool to protect
tenants from owners who are increasingly
predatorial in an increasingly precarious rental
market,” the statement concluded.

Little effect

Although borough and municipal level initiatives are appreciated by housing activists, they
are often seen as not powerful enough to make
a lasting difference. “The provincial has most
of the power about those kinds of regulations,”
explained Dehouche.
Dehouche said that although regulation had
been put in place to prevent evictions at the
borough level last year, the law was not broad
enough to prevent renovictions. “There have
been many changes brought to the regulation,
which made it a little bit disappointing,” added
Dehouche.
Quebec Solidaire MNA for Laurier-Dorion
Andrés Fontecilla presented a plan in early
June to address what he says is an imminent
emergency on moving day when many in the
city will be left without a home. Fontecilla was
also present at the rally on Saturday.
The proposed emergency measures would
deliver funds to municipalities to accommodate
people who have lost their homes as well as
putting a temporary stop to renovictions before
a full legislative overhaul can be achieved.

Vigil held in Park-Extension for slain Muslim family
JOE BONGIORNO

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

A vigil was held in Park-Extension to honour
the Muslim family murdered in London, Ont.
Mourners, concerned citizens, and Quebecbased politicians took the stage on the evening
of June 11 to call for action against Islamophobic
violence.
Some in the crowd waved flags, others held
banners. “Islam is not a threat,” read one placard. “We belong here. Hate does not,” read
another.

Drying tears

Activist Mariam Abuhamed made the first
speech as flowers were laid by the podium. She
called on the media to stop dwelling on the
mental health of white terrorists and focus on
the victims.
“When Fayez, the surviving 9-year old child,
eventually leaves the hospital and makes enough
physical recovery, he will need severe mental
health support,” said Abuhamed. “Fayez will
have to live with the reality that his country’s
islamophobia cost his family’s life.”
President of the Canadian Muslim Forum,
Samer Majzoub, described the shock of a family
targeted while out for a walk together. “You
don’t imagine such things could happen,” he
said. “I’m so worried that our tears will dry, and
we will forget about those people, and we will
come [to attend vigils] again and again until we
address the matter seriously.”
Park-Extension City Councillor Mary Deros
was in attendance. “We wanted to unite and pay
our respects and support the Muslim community of Park-Ex,” Deros said. “[Park-Extension] is
the best example we can give the United Nations
because we live in peace and harmony here.”
Meir Edery was among the people in the
crowd. He wanted to show his solidarity with
the Muslim community. “We’re here to support
our Muslim brothers and sisters,” said Edery.
“We need to show that right now more than
ever Canadians, Quebecers and Montrealers
are supporting and rallying behind the people
in our communities who are most affected by
racism, discrimination, and xenophobia.”

Naming the crime

“Fayez will have to
live with the reality
that his country’s
islamophobia cost
his family’s life,”
said Abuhamed.
Calls to action

Making peace, waiting for
justice

A public funeral was held the following day
in London, Ont. The accused was charged with
four counts of first-degree murder and one
charge of attempted murder. London police
described the accused’s actions as premeditated
murder motivated by hatred. Terrorism charges
were laid against the accused on June 14.

Simmer to boil

Tensions rose following Rodriguez’s speech.
“Why don’t the Liberals denounce Bill 21?” a
woman in the crowd shouted as the Liberal
leaders vacated the stage. “I can’t believe
anything you said is authentic if you don’t
denounce it.”
But anger boiled over when Benoit Charette,
CAQ minister for the fight against racism,
began his speech. The minister’s words were
drowned out by boos and jeers. Some in the
crowd turned their backs, shouting “Bill 21”
and “systemic racism.” Majzoub pleaded with
the crowd to let the minister speak, but the
boos grew louder.

Enjoy GREAT TASTE

Enjoy OUR TERRACE

Mariam Abuhamed delivers a message.
Joe Bongiorno NEWSFIRST
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Yusuf Faqiri, Quebec director of public affairs
at the National Council of Canadian Muslims,
called for a national strategy and political
action to counter white supremacy. According
to Faqiri, Premier Legault’s denial of systemic
racism and islamophobia in Quebec negatively
contributes to public discourse and creates the
conditions in which tragedies continue to take
place.
But the responsibility for dismantling islamophobia should not just fall on the shoulders of
the Muslim community, he said. “There needs
to be a collective effort by everyone across our
nation.”
Montreal Mayor Valérie Plante recalled
the Quebec City mosque attack of 2017 and

spoke of inclusivity. Mayoral candidate, Denis
Coderre, spoke of responding to all forms of
discrimination.
Majzoub called for action in dealing with
hate speech and violence expressed on social
media. However, Québec Solidaire MNA Ruba
Ghazal, said that preventative measures that
reduce division like awareness campaigns,
intercultural exchanges, and education are
more effective than trying to police all social
media communications.
On repeated references to Bill 21 from the
crowd, Ghazal dismissed links to the London
Murders to the Quebec Bill. “People are
emotional now because what happened is
very hurtful. But what happened is because
of racism and a terrorist act.”
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“What we have seen in London, Ontario, is not
only Islamophobia, is not only hate, it is terrorism, and we have to name it,” said Majzoub,
holding back tears.
Gabriel Nadeau-Dubois, co-spokesperson of
Québec Solidaire, took the microphone alongside
fellow party members. “You have to name the
demons, even if they are frightening, to eliminate
them from our hearts, our spirit, our society.”
Government House Leader Pablo Rodriguez
echoed a similar message. “Words do matter,
and we have to call this what it is: a terrorist
attack based on hate, racism, intolerance, and
islamophobia.”

Pablo Rodriguez speaks standing alongside other Liberal Members of Parliament. Joe Bongiorno NEWSFIRST
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Opinion
&Editorial
THAT’S WHAT
I’M THINKING
Robert Vairo

The Second Shot...

W

ell, how do you feel, now that you have, or at least are scheduled for your second shot? The Québec bureaucratic machine
worked seamlessly for the first jab, but is now in the weeds for the
second.
What’s to blame? Confusion, vacillating science, and bad
communication from expert communicators. For example, Canada’s
National Advisory Committee on Immunization changed its mind
about using the AstraZeneca (new name Vaxzevria) three times, in a
month. In Québec and across the country health districts have also
had to hire volunteers at call centers and local clinics. No medical
experience or organizational skills for many of them, will result in
inevitable line ups and confusion. The other hurdle is the need to
quickly dispense of some vaccines, rushing to find an arm for some
vials approaching expiry dates.
The issue now is whether those who did take the AstraZeneca
vaccine or Covishield, can switch to a Pfizer or Moderna. Politicians
like that idea because using a mix of different vaccines will help
people get fully vaccinated more quickly. Some epidemiologists
assure us that mixing an AZ with mRNA vaccines like a Pfizer or
Moderna, “will trigger stronger, more robust immune responses”.
The same National advisory committee, that changed its mind three
times, now recommends mixing is ok. Not sure who believes them
now. Quebec and Ontario are on board, primarily because of supply
issues. BC’s believable Chief Medical Officer Dr Bonnie Henry, says
it’s preferable to receive the same vaccine for both doses, but “it
is equally safe and works just as well”, Others will just tell us not
to mix, like Public Health England “every effort should be made
to give [patients] the same vaccine”. The U.S. is not allowing its
citizens to mix vaccines “owing to a lack of data”. And still others
are not sure. But what is certain, according to a recent Oxford
University study headed by a Prof Matthew Snape, the trial’s chief
investigator, “expect chills, fatigue, headache, malaise and muscle
ache,”. It would be wise not to administer the vaccine mix to a ward
of nurses, on the same day. Says the professor, “you’re sure to have
high absenteeism on the floor the next”. The University’s first full
report on the mixing effectiveness is due this month.
The second vaccine means so much to so many. Finally, you will
be able to do what you have not been able to, forbidden by law in
some circumstances. You can now hug, visit, shop, travel inside

Canada and soon internationally, eat out, not quarantine, not isolate.
Life is back!
But wait, those restaurants and businesses you once ate and
shopped at are short staffed. Why? Stay home and get paid. The
federal government continues to write those 500 dollar a week
cheques (reduced to $300 in July) for 38 weeks under the CERB
program. Why work when Justin Trudeau sends me cheques. Still
others have had plenty of time to think about their next career
move and have switched jobs, professions, are returning to school,
or have started their own business. Besides, working front line
in the retail industry has become dangerous. This pandemic has
resulted in a heightened sensitivity to health and hygiene. One
likened working a bar or restaurant as dangerous as going down
into a coal mine every day.
People are redrawing the blueprints of their lives. Many are quitting
because employers are not flexible about remote work. They want to
continue to work from home or from wherever. They save money on
clothes, lunches, car expenses, in fact many have sold their cars and
switched to two wheels or transit when in need, saving as much as $5
thousand a year. So all these factors are hampering post pandemic
recovery with a seemingly record number of job openings available.
This will affect the amount of time it takes to receive an on-line item,
service at restaurants, curb side pick up, name it.
‘Jobs Canada’ shows 1.5 million results. Statistics Canada recently
reported 700 thousand jobs available in Canada. Indeed.com reports
a record 250 thousand availabilities on its web site. Not sure which
is accurate, maybe they all are because of their filters. Bottom line
is, service won’t be as quick, and will cost more.
Are you ready for your third shot? Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla
projects the next vaccine requirement within 12 months and in
fact, yearly, like a flu shot. Of course, Pfizer wants to sell vaccines.
It’s a business after all. But I like Mario Ostrowski’s reasoning, an
infectious disease specialist at the University of Toronto. He says
“if a new variant causes severe illness to those already vaccinated”,
it will then be time to get jabbed again. Until then, seems we’re safe.
That’s What I’m Thinking
Robert Vairo
robert@newsfirst.ca
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Father’s Day 2021:
the blessing and curse
of the Pandemic
RENATA ISOPO

renata@newsfirst.ca

Father’s Day means many things for different
men, and can come with associated feelings of
love, connection, and caring; and sometimes,
grief, loss and regret.
While Father’s Day can seem to have a very
commercial focus as other holidays, it remains
a day of celebrating the most important relationships in men’s lives. Caring for the next
generation is a key role for men and is often
associated with images of being both provider
and protector.
Among the many and varied descriptions
of masculinity, the relationship that men have
with their children is a very significant connection. Men rarely talk about it, perhaps because
it doesn’t seem sufficiently “masculine”, is too
intimate or private to discuss. Sometimes they
don’t have the words.
Often it is not until their children have grown
up, or even when approaching the end of their
own lives that men express regret for spending
too much time at work, and not enough with
their family. Sadly, many men only start talking
about the importance of their family relationships after a crisis like family separation or a
loss of a child has occurred.

A revolution is underway

Canadian men are becoming more vocal
about their role in fathering, and the value they
place on connection with family, particularly
their children. What is occurring is a quiet men’s
revolution. While not as vocal as the women’s
movement, it is noticeable in the way men talk
about achieving a better work-life balance,
and how men behave differently as they walk
together with their children, proudly push the
carriage, or access parental leave.

Things may have changed with
Covid-19

enjoy; watching a favourite show together,
lingering over light conversation, playing board
games will all be very meaningful because they
are about time with their father. Contacting
grandparents by Zoom and talking across the
generations about being a kid and a dad, or how
kids and parents have changed, is a super way to
acknowledge generations of fathering.
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Fathers matter in the lives of their children.
During this time of COVID-19, however, dads
of young children may find themselves dealing
with totally unexpected, stressful, and uncertain circumstances, such as juggling changes in
employment, concerns about getting essentials,
and financial matters.
Both moms and dads had a lot to deal
with, but stay-at-home orders also provided a
welcome silver lining. There’s more family time
as dads and moms may have the unexpected
opportunity to spend more time at home. This
June, as families celebrate Father’s Day, many
babies, toddlers, and teens are spending more
time with their dads, and dads may be experiencing the unexpected joys of more time with
their children.
During this unprecedented time, dads and
their wives/partners may be experiencing
considerable stress and anxiety as they work
to take care of their family in the midst of so
much uncertainty.
However, it seems that in our culture, Father’s
Day is celebrated far less than Mother’s Day.
Statistics prove it. Gift buying for Father’s Day
lags behind buying for Mother’s Day. According
to the Greeting Card Industry, there are 40
million fewer cards sold for Father’s Day than
Mother’s Day. Why is this? Don’t dads deserve
the recognition moms do?
Our culture often portrays men as being less
significant than women. Movies and books
often depict men as incapable, uninvolved,
disconnected, lazy, passive, and uncaring, but
in 2021 Pandemic Perception … this is far from
the truth.
If anyone would be so discriminating as to
depict all women as being bossy, controlling,
lazy and insensitive, we’d never hear the end
of it.
Why does it seem acceptable in our culture
for women to complain, gripe, and nag their
husbands, yet men who also work hard and
sacrifice many hours for their family are
considered male chauvinists if they dare criticize women?
Fathers today face an incredible amount of
stress and pressure not only from their jobs, but
also because of unrealistic expectations.
What is the significance of Father’s Day? Why
should fathers be appreciated? When God
created fathers, He gave us a tangible view of
our relationship with Him. God is our strong
Protector and Provider. A Strong-Tower. This is
the role He wanted fathers to demonstrate, the
hole he wanted fathers to fill. God is also gentle
and nurturing like a mother. The combination
of the strengths of the best father and the best
mother gives a reflection of who God is.
Happy Father’s Day to all you courageous godly
men who aren’t afraid to go against the culture
and sacrificially lead your wives/partners and
children toward increasingly greater and more
genuine happiness. You are significant.
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Lockdown and work restrictions have enabled
many dads to be around the home more than
they might ever have been. Workplaces have
suddenly been able to be flexible and unintentionally family-friendly. This has enabled men to
participate more in their children’s lives and the
household generally, and for many, this has been
revolutionary in terms of what might be a better
working arrangement going forward. They have
been better able to be active and present in their
fathering, and to experience that they are both
wanted and needed by children and partners.
A recent Canadian study provided evidence
that while average childcare hours for both
parents increased during the pandemic for
dual-income families, there has been a relative
increase for average childcare hours for males
compared to females. It indicates changes in
the ways that fathers take a role in being present
in their children’s lives today.
This year, Father’s Day will be unique in terms
of the loosened restrictions it places on celebrations. For many separated dads, lockdown has
meant difficulty seeing their children, and this
may finally provide relief from their sadness
and isolation.
Many men, regardless of whether they are in
a family relationship or are separated, identify
fathering as something which is a central part
of their lives. It takes patience, thoughtfulness,
and conscious work to navigate the different life
stages, and how they affect the fathering role.
Dads’ time and attention is what children

Start your life!
Live your dream!

A not so straightforward path

Changes on Villeray causes confusion and frustration

Many residents are unhappy with the new installation.
Photo: Matias Brunet-Kirk - NEWSFIRST
Driving down Villeray between Saint-Denis
and Saint-Laurent used to be a fairly simple, read
straightforward task. It was one straight stretch
along the street, running West and connecting
the two major arteries.
But since the installation of a traffic deviator at
the corner of Saint-Dominique and Villeray, eastern-bound traffic on Villeray is being redirected
North up Saint-Dominique, where it can only
then turn onto Gounod and onward to SaintLaurent boulevard.
Although the move aimed to reduce congestion
on commercial Villeray street, many residents are
now unhappy with the new installation. Some
say it has made the residential roads dangerous
and has caused drivers to become more agitated
and confused about the new rules.

Reducing through traffic

The new deviator was installed over May as part
of a widely popular bicycle lane project along
the street. The road was made one-way several
years ago and the newest project was meant to
accommodate a protected, east-bound bike lane.
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“In the last 10 minutes 3 cars have gone around it,” said Mehul Patel.
Photo: Matias Brunet-Kirk - NEWSFIRST

Installed at the same time as the bike lane along
with the planting of new trees, The deviator aims
to discourage traffic from travelling through the
area.
“Its objective is to reduce through traffic in
order to optimize the coexistence of modes of
transport, without compromising access to the
shops,” read a statement issued by the city in
April. “The changes also aim to improve the quality of life in the neighbourhood and will create a
peaceful atmosphere,” the statement read further.

Petition

But the initial objectives of the deviator have
not been successful and even destructive in the
eyes of many residents who live around it.
A petition asking for its removal was recently
circulated in the community. Many locals have
said that it is causing traffic on Saint-Dominique,
making it dangerous for children and families
living on what is a narrow residential street
The petition, which has since received over
300 signatures, has been raised with the office
of borough Mayor Giuliana Fumagalli.

No reason

Mehul Patel is one of the employees at the
dépanneur on the corner of Villeray and SaintDominique. He says he does not understand the
reason behind the change to the signage.
Not only does he feel that increased traffic on
Saint-Dominique is dangerous for residents, but
also thinks the deviator isn’t even serving its
intended purpose
“Everyone sees this as a completely ridiculous
thing to do,” derided Patel, explaining that people
had moved some of the signs blocking the road
and added that “in the last 10 minutes 3 cars
have gone around it.”
Patel was not wrong. At the same time as
the interview was being conducted, a City of
Montreal maintenance truck drove into and over
one of the pylons blocking the road, damaging
it in the process.

Frustration

He compared it to a similar situation in front
of his home on Louis-Hebert in Saint-Michel,
where construction on D’Iberville is forcing

$295,500

NG!
I
T
LIS

MLS: 11170098

1-1289 RUE JASMIN,
LAVAL (CHOMEDEY),
QC, H7W 3V9
Beautiful and bright open
concept condo close to
everything. Situated in
quiet area of Chomedey
close to schools, shopping
and transport. 2 bedrooms
with huge bath/shower &
laundry. 1 parking and 1
storage.

MUST SEE!!

traffic down his residential street and causing
frustration among residents.
“I don’t think they think about it, they rarely
do,” complained Patel when asked whether he
thought the city considered residents’ viewpoints
before making the decision.
Another long-time resident of the area similarly
commented on the new project. Marcel, who
lives on Casgrain, felt the decision had been
made with little to no consultation and was a
good example of how he felt the Plante administration functioned.
“This road isn’t made to receive lots of circulation,” said Marcel of Saint-Dominique, further
explaining that there are a lot of kids in the area
and it makes it dangerous for the families living
there.

City council

With many residents still unhappy with the
decision and with the petition still circulating,
the issue also came up at last weeks borough
council meeting
“I am very preoccupied with what I saw,” said
city councillor for Park Extension Mary Deros
of the deviator on Villeray, adding that “there
is more circulation on the residential streets.”
“The drivers become frustrated and drive faster,”
explained Deros, adding that there was a need
for a study on the traffic and consultation among
residents.
Mayor Fumagalli underlined that residents
should be patient and see whether there is a
natural change in behaviour that takes place. She
nonetheless agreed that the decision by the city
center had been taken without the consultation
of residents.
“There wasn’t any consultation and it arrived
like a surprise,” she stated, adding that if the
measure is deemed inadequate she would work
to change it. “Let’s leave ourselves some time,”
she concluded.

CALL ME FOR
MORE INFO.

VOULA

REAL ESTATE BROKER

KOTTARIDI0S
514 993.501
M
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The deviator aims to discourage traffic
travelling through the area. Photo: City
of Montreal

Même vacciné,
on doit se protéger.
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Continuons d’appliquer les mesures sanitaires
pour se protéger et protéger les autres.

Even once vaccinated,
you still need
to protect yourself.
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Let’s work together to keep respecting health measures
so we can protect each other.

Vaccines north and south

Newest pop-up clinic serves northern end of Park Ex
MATIAS BRUNET-KIRK

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
matias@newsfirst.ca

Another pop-up vaccination clinic was opened
at the Howie-Morenz Arena over the weekend,
allowing people to get a dose without an appointment. This was one of several such pop-up clinics
in Park Extension.
Although the pop-up site ran all day Friday and
Saturday and saw a steady flow of people getting
vaccinated, it still received a noticeably smaller
turnout than previous clinics.
Other such pop-up centers took place at the
Shree Ramji Hindu Temple and the Assuna
Annabawiyah mosque over the past months.
The clinic was hosted in the northern end of
Park Extension, which many say is more poorly
serviced in health and social services than other
areas of the neighbourhood.
Although vaccination numbers are steadily
increasing, uptake in Park Extension has lagged
behind other areas. As of Jun. 6, 48% of all Park
Extension residents have received at least one
vaccine dose, up from approximately 19% in early
May, according to figures by the INSPQ.
Rates are especially low among young people,
with only 39% of people under the age of 40 in
the area who have received a first dose.

Efforts being made

Waiting in line at the vaccination clinic at
Howie-Morenz Arena on Friday morning was
Caroline, a former Park Ex resident and a grade
6 teacher at local elementary school BarthélemyVimont. She was nearby and decided to go in for
her second dose.
“I’m definitely seeing the efforts being made,”
said Caroline of the outreach work happening
in the area to get people vaccinated. “They even
translated the ad given to parents,” she added of
the health information that has been distributed
in several languages.
She nonetheless recognized the particular
cultural, social and economic challenges Park
Ex faces in getting inoculation rates up. “I often
have to help my students make their appointments,” she said of the online booking website,
which although is well designed, may not be fully
intuitive for some people she said.
Caroline also said she would be interested in
seeing more regular vaccine clinics across the
neighbourhood. “If there’s demand for them, it
would a good option,” she stated.

Serving the north

This weekend’s clinic at Howie-Morenz also

“In the north side of
Park Extension, we
found that there’s a lot
of people that are falling
through the cracks,”
marked the furthest north any of the pop-up
clinics have gone. Many point to the area north
of Jarry as particularly behind on vaccination and
with higher rates of reported cases.
“A lot of them are new immigrants, students
and refugees,” said Stella Bailakis, a volunteer
with the Park Extension Round Table, a local
organization that does organizing and outreach
work in the north end of the neighbourhood.
“They’re new arrivals, so they don’t have the
information or the knowledge of what’s going
on,” Bailakis added. “In the north side of Park
Extension, we found that there’s a lot of people
that are falling through the cracks,” she explained.

Distance and misinformation

Bailakis explained that this divide could be
attributed to several geographical, economic
and social factors specific to the area.
Distance has proven to be an important reason
why many are not getting vaccinated. Both
permanent vaccination sites are located at the
Park Extension CLSC and the MIL Université
de Montréal campus, situated at the very south
end of the neighbourhood and out of the way
for many.
The lack of quality information among certain
groups is also behind the lag in uptake. “They’re
not informed, they’re not getting the proper
information,” said Bailakis, explaining that the
spread of misinformation via the internet is
contributing to vaccine hesitancy.
Some also don’t have the opportunity to make
it to vaccination clinics while they are open, as
many of those in essential sectors work long
hours and on irregular schedules without access
to adequate transport.

Increase hours

Last week, the CIUSSS West-Central
announced several measures to address some of

these issues. Walk-in hours at the Park Extension
CLSC on Jun. 18 and 19 will run from 8 AM to
8 PM to accommodate more people
There are also plans for a mobile vaccination
truck to be used throughout the summer to
bolster immunization in the area. The truck
would visit various parks and set up outdoor
vaccination clinics where residents could get a
dose without an appointment.
Everyone 12 years and up is now eligible and
encouraged to get a vaccine. They are available
for free both by appointment made by telephone
or online or at any walk-in clinic.

Residential and
commercial asphalt

While the pop-up clinics are running smoothly,
many are calling for more permanent solutions to
the vaccine divide. “They’re not giving us enough
resources,” explained Bailakis, adding that she
would prefer to see more permanent sites opened
across the neighbourhood.
“No pop-up clinics, just leave five nurses and a

www.sdextermination.com

Exterminating
Service Inc.

Serving
the
community
for over

50

years

C550279
Membre of
Canadian Association

220 Jean-Talon Ouest, Montréal, Qc. H2R 2X5
Call 514 274-1100 or 514 274-1459

AFTER

with MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OIL BASED
SEALER PROTECTION
We repair:
• Cracks
• Pot holes
• Edges of garage
entrances and
foundations
• Replacement
of drains

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

Call Natale for a
FREE ESTIMATE
(514)777-3774
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• Free Estimate
• Written Guarantee
• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

BEFORE
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S.D

couple of people to register and leave them there,”
pleaded Bailakis, explaining that waiting to add
permanent locations would only exacerbate the
problem.
“We have to do double the work and get out
there and make sure we spread the word so that
our clinics are filled,” explained Bailakis, adding
that more people could get vaccinated if the
clinics were permanent.

Call for more clinics

Problems with pests,
insects or rodents???
Why suffer
with infestation!
All kinds of insects
and rodents

The clinic was the first to be held in the much more isolated northern end of Park Extension,
which many say is poorly serviced in health and social services.
Photo: Matias Brunet-Kirk. NEWSFIRST

Here are a few ideas
for dad!
Are you looking for the perfect Father’s Day present but
don’t know what to buy? Here are some gift ideas for
several types of dads.
THE ATHLETE
If your father’s a fitness enthusiast, he’ll likely appreciate:
• A sturdy, insulated water bottle
• A membership to a specialized gym
• A duffle bag for his workout gear
• A pair of high-quality running shoes
• A set of wireless headphones

FATHER’S DAY

THE BOOKWORM
If your father always has his nose in a book, consider:

June 20, 2021

• A personalized bookmark
• A new release by an author he loves
• A patterned book sleeve
• A gift certificate from a bookstore
• An e-book reader

MOOSE KNUCKLES is HIRING best in class personnel.
Air-conditioned factory, 35%+ higher wages than market,
full benefits and insurance
Referral Bonus - $2,000 for each hire. Signing Bonus - $2,000 if we hire you.
APPLY NOW!
BRAND NEW FACTORY

Great job security – Moose Knuckles growing by
over 50% average over last 5 years
QUALIFIED SEWING MACHINE OPERATORS

5 years experience needed
Experience in outerwear
Experience with walking foot machines
(top stitching) an asset
SAMPLE MAKERS

Able to construct the garment from start to finish
CUTTER

Must be able to read cutting slips provided by
pattern makers
GENERAL WORKERS
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Must be able to lift up to 30lbs
Experience working in a factory
Experience using a jigger
Please send your application to
careers@mooseknucklescanada.com
or call 514-908-0104 ext 777

WWW.MOOSEKNUCKLESCANADA .COM

Regardless of the gift you choose, remember to include a
heartfelt card that shows your dad how much he’s loved
and appreciated.

2 amazing dads from
movies you can watch
together!
Life is Beautiful

Guido Orefice is an
optimistic, cheerful man.
When he and his family are
interned in a Nazi
concentration camp, Guido
turns the experience into a
game to spare his young
son the cruel truth.

The Pursuit of
Happyness
After his wife abandons
them, Chris Gardner must
raise his son alone. Based
on a true story, this father
does everything in his
power to ensure his child’s
well-being, even when
they’re forced to live on the
street.
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450-681-1363

- For over 38 years -

Before selling
elsewhere,
come see us!

FRUITS ET LÉGUMES

Read what people are saying about us:
www.facebook.com/PanierDuFermier/

Fruits and Vegetables

Mon. to Wed. - 10am to 5:30pm
Thurs. and Fri. - 10am to 7:00pm
Saturday - 9am to noon
Sunday - Closed

solutionrl.com

*No price by phone

16 to 20 Varieties

Same address since 1989

Our weekly
customers

1799, boul. Curé-Labelle,
Chomedey (North of St-Martin)
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We are hiring!

Ordering is as easy as 1,2,3
2

or place your order on
Facebook

Located in Ville Saint-Laurent (Montreal), with nearly 40 years of continuous evolution
since its founding in 1983, Rose Ηill Foods has become a leader in the Canadian
food industry.

3

Pick up your baskets on
Thursday, Friday or Saturday

(514) 473-4591

A valu

e of
at the $60+
su
Yo permarke

u pay

$3

only

5

3151-B boul. DAGENAIS OUEST
(near Curé-Labelle) Laval, Québec H7P 1T8

panierdufermier.ca | panierdufermier@gmail.com

t

We are currently looking for capable and energetic people to work in our
Production and Packaging Line.
The most valuable asset of our business is our employees!
Want to know more? Contact:
Vasileios Bourmpounis
E-mail: vbourmpounis@rosehillfoods.com
Tel.: (514) 745-1153 ext.: 245

ROSE HILL Foods lnc.

7171 boul. Thιmens, St-Laurent, Qc. Canada H4S 2Α2 • www.rosehιllfoods.com
Tel: 514-745-1153 • SF: 800-361-3102
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If you are lookίng for a permanent posίtίon wίth full benefίts, hίgher than
average salary, a respectful workίng envίronment and addίtίonal performance
based compensatίon, Rose Hίll Foods may be the ίdeal workplace for you!
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Place your orders online or by
phone before 7pm on Thursday.

In Memoriam & Obituaries
Daraiche, Marthe
1932 - 2021
At the Sacré-Cœur hospital in Montreal, on June 01, 2021, at
the age of 89, passed away Mrs. Marthe Daraiche, wife of the
late Mr. Pierre-Paul Pelletier, daughter of the late Mr. Célestin
Daraiche and of the late Mrs. Diana Pelletier. She is survived
by her children Félicien, Simon (Gisèle), Marjolaine (Ghislain),
Joseph (Ginette), Camillien, Nancy (Daniel) and Natacha (Éric);
his grandchildren and great-grandchildren; his brothers and
sisters, his brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law as well as many
relatives and friends.

Dealing with grief:

Gagnon, Jean-Yves
1943-2021

four tips for grappling with loss

Montreal, Tuesday, June 8, 2021 passed away, at
the age of 77, JEAN-YVES GAGNON. He is survived
by his brothers and sisters Lisette (the late Philippe
Simard), Gaetan (Noella Harvey), the late Denis (Gisèle
Desrosiers), the late Michel, Guy (the late Danielle
Guindon), Monique (Joachim Bouchard), Maude
(Gérard Duchesne) ), Jean-Pierre (Louise Cyr) and
Louise (Steve Boulianne); his nephews and nieces as
well as many other relatives and friends.

Grief is something that needs to be actively
worked through. Freud outlined this idea in
his seminal essay “Mourning and Melancholia,” and his theory of grief work remains at the core of modern approaches to
handling loss. Here are four strategies for
actively dealing with grief.

3. READ BOOKS ON GRIEVING
Many mourners find solace, strength and
wisdom in books in which novelists talk
about their experience of loss. There are also
books in which experts on grief and grieving
provide tools for dealing with a loved one’s
passing. Here are some notable ones:
1. OPEN UP TO OTHERS
Grieving individuals need to express what
they’re feeling. Bottling up or ignoring
one’s emotions only causes them to fester.
For most people, talking with friends and
family members about what they’re feeling
is the most natural and easy way of unburdening themselves.
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2. EXPRESS YOURSELF
THROUGH ART OR JOURNALING
Not everyone is comfortable opening up
to those around them. When this is the
case, a person can express his or her feelings in a variety of other ways. Dancing,
making music, and painting can all be
effective means of expressing grief.
Journaling is another method of releasing
pent-up feelings, with the typical method
being to write down everything felt and
thereby identify and explore the full
range of emotions.

• Levels of Life by Julian Barnes (essay)
• The Year of Magical Thinking
by Joan Didion (memoir)
• It’s OK That You’re Not OK
by Megan Devine (self-help)
• A Grief Observed
by C.S. Lewis (collection of reflections)
4. EAT WELL AND EXERCISE
Self-care is essential when grieving. Eating
well, drinking lots of water and exercising
regularly will help balance the griever’s
mood and improve their well-being. The
exercise needn’t be strenuous; stretching,
brief yoga sessions and short walks can be a
good start.

Actively working through one’s grief tends
to be very helpful. However, oftentimes
individuals need additional support, guidance or simply a listening ear. In such
cases, getting support from a grief counsellor can be invaluable.

Cormier, Jacques
1957 - 2021
His retirement has barely begun and at the dawn of his 64
years, Jacques left us suddenly on May 30, 2021. Always
smiling, calm and reserved, his relatives will testify to his
sense of humor, his curiosity which was reflected by an
interest in everything and a great greed for knowledge. He
dreamed of traveling, with the Galapagos Islands as his
ultimate destination. His last bequest was to breathe new life
into the lives of at least four people through organ donation,
which he would be happy about, since it was his wish.

Moufrage, Mary-Ann
1952 - 2021
It is with extremely heavy hearts that the family announces the passing
of Mary-Ann Devantro (Moufrage) on Saturday, June 5 at the age of 69,
beloved daughter of the late Orlando Devantro and Rita Marcogliese.
She will be sorely missed by her loving daughters Sophie (Mauro), Julie,
Gina (Jean-Claude), Lana (Vanessa) who will hold her memory along with
their late father John (Moufrage) close to their hearts, her grandchildren
whom she adored; Alexandra, Rio, and Oliver, her beloved twin sister
Margaret, her brothers Tommy (Guylaine) and Rolly (Monique), her
nieces and nephews, and so, so many others who adored her.

Complexe funéraire • Funeral Complex

Honor and celebrate life
in accordance to your traditions, values and customs,
while easing your experience during the difficult moments.
55 Gince, Montreal • 514.228.1888 (Day & Night)
www.complexeaeterna.com

HOROSCOPE

Week of JUNE 20 TO 26, 2021
The luckiest signs this week:

ARIES, AQUARIUS AND PISCES

ARIES

Try to make time for a relaxing vacation this summer.
You have all the tools you need to start your own business, and you’ll have the support of several ex¬perts.

Coffee Break
CROSSWORDS

TAURUS

You exude understanding and collaboration, or at
least aspire to keep the peace. People can’t help but
smile in your presence. You’ll find solutions to settle
a debt or renovate a property.

GEMINI

You’ll be able to lead important negotiations or close
a deal that’s been dragging on for too long. Don’t be
afraid of change; it’ll be nothing but beneficial to you.

CANCER

LEO

It wouldn’t be surprising if one of your kids doesn’t
like their day camp, much to your dismay. This situation will need to be resolved quickly, so give it your full
attention and consider taking a day off work.

VIRGO

When you take a vacation, be sure to rely on your GPS
to avoid going in circles before you reach your destination. Some downtime at home will do you a lot of
good.

Copyright © 2021, Penny Press

You’ll be the focus of everyone’s attention, much to
your surprise. Expect to be recognized for doing
something heroic, even if it’s just listening to the right
person.

ACROSS
PUZZLE NO. 1011

1. Dull
5. Not at work
8. Remove, as clothes
12. Suggestive
13. Tavern drink
14. Cato’s garb
15. Story starter
16. Iced brew
17. “When You Wish ____
a Star”
18. Perceived
19. Disfigure
20. Office furniture item
21. Swiftness
23. ____ patrol
25. Gambling stake
27. Clod
29. Scandinavian
33. Natural mineral
34. Avoid capture
36. Tilling implement
37. Slogged through water
39. Zilch
40. Hole punch
41. Gray shade

You’ll be in a good position to claim a refund or request a price adjustment. You’ll think about si¬gning
up for a short training program this summer to advance your career.

SCORPIO

Your friends and family members will ask a lot of you
this week, and you’ll have a hard time saying no.
Fortunately, they’ll be very appreciative of your hard
work and devotion.

SAGITTARIUS

You’ll take advantage of the sum- mer to commit to a
new professional or personal project. You’ll surround
yourself with great partners in order to complete it.
Be careful of waste.

CAPRICORN

HOW TO PLAY:
Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. You already have a
few numbers to get you started. Remember: You must not repeat
the numbers 1 through 9 in the same line, column, or 3x3 box.

PISCES

If you’re looking for a job, someone close to you will
help guide you toward a remarkable career. You’ll
take on a project close to your heart, such as going on
a trip or starting a company.

Last Issues‘ Answers
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CROSSWORDS

Time is in short supply, and you’ll have no choice but
to be more organized if you want to accomplish everything you have planned. You’ll participate in a
surprising event that brings you much happiness.

1. Sis’s sibs
2. Country road
3. Received
4. Laughing ____
5. Hot cereal
6. Hopping insect
7. Is terrified of
8. Artist’s workroom

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3x3 box
contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once.

This will be a roller coaster of a week for your energy
level. You’ll receive excellent news about a loved
one’s health, and a party will be planned at the last
minute to celebrate.

AQUARIUS

DOWN

9. Cape of Good ____
10. Self-images
11. Damp and chilly
22. Female students
24. Prepared to propose
25. Boat’s front
26. Historical epoch
28. Amusing
30. “____ in Blue”
31. Miss Piggy, e.g.
32. Electric fish
35. Warp
38. Young American bird
42. Green-brown color
44. Soothed
45. Casual talk
46. Ornamental fabric
47. Mine and yours
49. Middle
51. Hotel employee
52. Went in haste

PUZZLE NO. 797

LIBRA

43. Ladder rung
45. Plug up
48. Play division
50. Certain vipers
53. Tow
54. Animal park
55. TV “opera”
56. Unit of land
57. Slip up
58. Hem
59. Examination
60. Permit
61. Colored
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Visit mobifone.ca
to see all current offers
Place Forest
10539, Pie-IX Blvd.
514 325-7100

WOW YOUR WALLET

0

Decarie Square
6900 Decarie, Unit K001
514 739-6838
436, Jean-Talon St West
du Parc Metro
514 272-2355
680, Jarry St East
Jarry Metro
514 490-0099

$

MONTREAL
Complexe Desjardins
175, René-Lévesque Blvd. West
Place-des-Arts Metro
514 669-1880

$

DOWN

Place du Quartier
(Chinatown)
1111, St-Urbain St
Place-des-Arts Metro
514 667-0077
Place Alexis Nihon
1500, Atwater Av.
Atwater Metro
514 939-5552
4190, St-Laurent Blvd.
Mont-Royal Metro
514 439-9934
Le Boulevard Shopping Centre
4270, Jean-Talon St East
514 887-7784
SOUTH SHORE
Valleyfield Centre
50 Dufferin, Unit 1200
Valleyfield
450 373-2335
Châteauguay Regional Centre
200 d’Anjou Blvd.,
Châteauguay
450 692-7769
NORTH SHORE
Galeries Terrebonne
1185, Moody Blvd.
Terrebonne
450 471-8972

with

Fido Payment Program

1

LANAUDIERE
Galeries Joliette
1075 Firestone Blvd.
Joliette
450 499-3014

0% interest, on approved credit
with select phones and plans.

OUTAOUAIS
Les Galeries de Hull
320, St-Joseph Blvd.
Hull
819 205-1390

YES! $0 DOWN ON ACCESSORIES TOO

2

for Fido customers on select plans.
Offers subject to change without notice. A Setup Service Fee of $45 applies to set up your device and related services. Taxes extra. 1. Fido Payment Program: 0% APR on approved credit with a Fido Payment Program Agreement (FPPA) and an eligible Fido mobile plan. A
larger down payment may be required based on our evaluation of your credit. FPPA based on full price less any down payment plus taxes (excluding promo credits, if applicable, which are applied monthly on your bill for as long as your FPPA is in place). Any down payment
plus taxes is due in full upon purchase.If your FPPA is terminated or your mobile plan is cancelled, the outstanding Fido PaymentProgram balance becomes due and the promo credit (if applicable) will end. 2. Available to Fido customers with a postpaid mobile plan. 0% APR
on approved credit with an accessory financing agreement. Total purchase cannot exceed $500 before tax per accessory financing agreement. Maximum 5 accessory financing agreements per Fido account. Accessory financing agreement based on retail price, minus any
discounts (if applicable), plus applicable taxes; if your accessory financing agreement is terminated or your mobile plan is cancelled, the outstanding accessory financing balance becomes due. TMFido related names & logos are trademarks used under licence. © 2021 Fido

