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The borough held its regularly scheduled 
monthly borough council meeting last Tuesday 
evening, where city employees and elected offi-
cials meet virtually to answer questions from 
citizens and vote on borough initiatives.

On the docket for Park Extension this week 
were several issues important to residents, 
including updates to the schoolyard at Sinclair 
Laird Elementary school, changes to library 
fees and questions regarding the fence at the 
DeCastelnau and Ogilvy crossing.

The meeting takes place on the first Tuesday 
of each month and citizens can attend virtually 
by joining the live stream on the city’s website. 
Citizens can also send in their questions to be 
answered by the mayor and city councillors. 

Present were Mayor Giuliana Fumagalli and 
city councillors Mary Deros, Sylvain Ouellet, 
Rosannie Filato and Josué Corvil.

Sinclair Laird Elementary
Both students of Sinclair Laird Elementary and 

residents in the area will be getting a refurbished 
yard on school grounds.

The borough voted to update certain recrea-
tional amenities including the construction of 
a mini soccer field, the addition of an obstacle 
course and the creation of an outdoor classroom 
for students.

The financial contribution amounts to a total 
of $25,000, with  $7,476 coming from a marriage 
fund raised by Mary Deros.  

Deros reminded people that this initiative was 
still active and encouraged people to donate. 
“The money we receive through these celebra-
tions is put into a dedicated fund for youth,” 
Deros said. 

“Long live weddings which also contribute 
to the embellishment of our yards and school 
grounds,” said Mayor Giuliana Fumagalli, thank-
ing Deros for her involvement.

The remaining $17,524 is coming from the 
Bureau de la directrice d’arrondissement.

Library fees 
It was also announced at the borough council 

meeting that late fees on borrowed material at 
city libraries would be abolished.

This means that those who bring in a book past 
the due date will no longer need to pay a late fee. 

“Tonight we are abolishing late fees,” said 
Mayor Fumagalli. “I hope this measure encour-
ages people to read,” she added, saying that 
“access to culture is so important.”

The new rule will go into effect on Oct. 6, 2021.
The borough also accepted a donation of 350 

new books from Les éditions Albin Michel and 
stated they would be distributed in the adult, 
youth and adolescent sections of the borough’s 
libraries.

Resources for young people
Funding for a variety of community organiza-

tions was also announced. A total of $107,879 
would be distributed to 4 organizations as part 
of the Diversity and social inclusion fund for 
vulnerable children and families for the years 
2021 and 2022. 

$12,000 would got to the Jeunesse-Unie 

community center in Parc-Extension, $17,549 
to the Corporation de gestion des Loisirs du 
Parc, $12,638 to the Parc-Extension Youth 
Organization and $65,692 to Espace-Famille 
Villeray.
“These programs promote the development 

of active and responsible youth,” stated Mayor 
Fumagalli, adding they were beneficial for youth 
in all three neighbourhoods.

Councillor Deros also added that Jul. 26 was 
World Youth Day and that she supported initia-
tives aimed at supporting young people. “We do 
everything possible to ensure that youth have a 
place in our parks, our sports centers and our 
libraries,” said Deros.

Ogilvy/DeCastelnau fence
The contentious issue of the fence erected at 

the crossing between Ogilvy and DeCastelnau 
also came up during the question period. 

Many citizens are frustrated that the passage 
has still not been opened since it was fenced 
off by the transit company on May 15, citing 
security concerns. The project is the respons-
ibility of the city center and the borough can 
take no action in opening it. 

“There is no need for expensive or lengthy 
construction and consultation,” said resident 
Meghan Thurston during the question period, 
adding that “what’s needed is to open the fence, 
which has been safely open for many months 
and years.”

“We need this crossing,” she deplored.

Claims of interference
Although borough officials have been pushing 

the city to open the crossing, no progress has 

been made since its closure. 
“I am as shocked as you are on the delay 

regarding this file,” responded Mayor Fumagalli, 
adding that she had several conversations with 
the person responsible at the city but had not 
gotten any news in the past two weeks. 

Councilor Deros agreed and pledged to 
continue pressuring the city, Exo and Canadian 
Pacific. “I don’t understand the delay, its not 
necessary to wait this long,” she added.

City councillor for François-Perreault and 
executive committee member Sylvain Ouellet 
said that the crossing was a priority at the 
city’s administration and that the blame was 
on Canadian Pacific.

“We’re not on our property which makes 
things much more complicated,” Said Ouellet, 
adding that even with the court decision to 
grant access for the passage the company had 
been interfering in the process. 

Next council
The mayor and city councillors reminded 

citizens about the ongoing participative budget 
which allows people 12 and up to vote on city 
initiatives.

“We have many projects in the borough that 
deserve to see the day,” said city councillor for 
Villeray Rosannie Filato. “We hope that projects 
in the borough win,” she added 

Citizens still have until Jul. 11 to vote for up to 
5 projects on the city’s portal Réalisons MTL.

The next borough council meeting will be on 
Sep. 7. 

Ogilvy/DeCastelnau fence issue raised at borough meeting
MATIAS BRUNET-KIRK

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
matias@newsfirst.ca
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Montreal parks usually garner ideas of days out 
with the family or playing sports with friends, 
but rarely that of vaccinations. Health author-
ities changed that this week by approaching 
their vaccination campaign in Park Extension 
in a new and creative manner.

Last Tuesday the CIUSSS West-Central 
Montreal launched its VacciVan campaign at 
Howard Park. The program sends a truck filled 
with vaccines and medical professionals into 
the community to set up pop-up vaccination 
clinics in parks.

These walk-in clinics allow anyone 12 and 
up to get a vaccination without the need for 
an appointment or going into a permanent 
location.

VacciVan
The van visited Howard Park on Jun. 28 and 

29 as well as Saint-Roch Park on Jul. 1 and 2. 
The van set up small tents in the center of the 
park where volunteers and nurses were on-site 
to administer both first and second doses to 
anyone who wanted them.

“Our vaccination rate is the lowest of our terri-
tory,” said Lucie Tremblay, director of nursing 
and vaccination for CIUSSS West-Central, 
adding that health authorities needed to “meet 
the people where they are.”

They are also planning another 60 such pop-up 
sites across the island throughout July and 
August. “What we’re looking at is where the 
vaccination rates are the lowest and where the 

transmission is the highest and to really try to 
target those areas,” explained Tremblay.

“We are in the park where the people are with 
their family,” added Tremblay, explaining that 
this contributed to the accessibility of inocula-
tion. A total of 435 vaccines were administered 
over the 4 days and further contributed to the 
total portion of residents who have gotten at 
least 1 dose, now at 58%. 

Accessible to all
Dawood Masih, a deacon at St. Francis Of 

Assisi Church in Park Extension, was with his 
daughter at Howard Park on Tuesday waiting 
for his second dose. Masih was very pleased 
with the campaign and felt it could help get 
more people vaccinated. 

“I think that for the people it’s a good oppor-
tunity to come here,” said Masih, explaining 
that appointments are often 3 to 4 months away 
and that some can’t plan that far out. “Bookings 
are also good, but this is more available now,” 
added Masih.

Masih said that this strategy allowed for more 
people to get vaccinated, regardless of their 
work or schedule. “If the people are at home, 
they can come anytime and do the next edition 
right,” he explained. 

Masih had found out about the pop-up clinic 
via a Facebook post shared by city councillor 
Mary Deros.

Right in front
Sisam Mala, a resident of the area, was also 

waiting for her second dose. She was walk-
ing out the door of her apartment in front of 
Howard Park when she noticed the clinic and 
decided to go. 

“It’s good because everybody sees it and every-
body knows this park,” said Mala of the vans’ 
noticeability in the neighbourhood’s park.  

“Everybody knows, everybody comes here, 
in the evening time everybody is walking and 
playing here,” added Mala, “it’s a good location.”

Adapting the strategy
Many people in the community have been 

asking health authorities to reorient their 
vaccination approach to better cater to the 
diverse population in Park Extension.

“The problem is that not all the cultural 
communities read the news, they don’t get on 
Facebook,” said city councilor Mary Deros, 
pointing to language and cultural barriers 
reducing uptake.

Deros added that these differences were 
addressed by adapting the process. The health 
authority, therefore, added more walk-in sites 
and pop-up clinics, such as those recently held 
in places of worship. 

“We’re reaching out to them, we are going 
to them as opposed to them coming to us,” 
explained Deros. “I truly am very grateful that 
the people at the health board, with the support 
of the government, are extremely proactive,” 
she added. 

Want to go travelling
For some at the VacciVan site at Howard Park 

that day, the eventual freedom that the second 
dose would provide was the ultimate motivator 
to get vaccinated. Dionysios Lazanis and his 
son Peter Lazanis were also waiting for their 
second dose.

“I want to go to Ireland, I want to go to 
England, I want to go to Italy, I want to go to 
Greece, we want to travel,” said the father, while 

his son added that this was the major reason 
why they were getting vaccinated.

Nonetheless, the pair did feel things could 
have been better organized. “They should have 
put some kind of tent or shade for the people 
waiting,” said Dionysios, adding that the 38 
degree summer heat could dissuade people from 
waiting in line. Lucie Tremblay of the health 
authority said this issue would be addressed 
for future editions

Peter also added that the signage was some-
what minimal and that some people may not 
actually know what it is that was going on. But 
regardless of certain shortcomings, the health 
authority felt the event was a  success and both 
father and son were happy that they were one 
step closer to a return to normal life. 

Vaccines on wheels
VacciVan takes to streets and parks of Park Extension

Dawood Masih with his daughter at Howard Park waiting for his second dose.  
Photo: Matias Brunet-Kirk

Peter Lazanis getting his second dose and looking forward to travelling again. 
Photo: Matias Brunet-Kirk

A total of 435 vaccines were administered 
over the four days the clinic was open. 
Photo: Matias Brunet-Kirk

MATIAS BRUNET-KIRK
matias@newsfirst.ca

Suggested presentation. barbiesgrill.com   
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Opinion
Editorial&

We’re all influenced by the environment we grow up in 
and our life experiences. We thus adopt paradigms 
in our effort to make sense of the world around us.

Sometimes these perspectives serve us well but other times 
our core beliefs prevent us from seeing the truth. Yet there 
is perhaps nothing more life-giving than experiencing the 
discovery of an ultimate truth.
By observing human behaviour in 

Nazi concentration camps, psychol- o-
gist and Jewish prisoner Viktor Frankl 
came to several important conclusions.
In the group of prison guards, there 

were some sadists but there were also a 
few who risked their lives to save prisoners. T h e 
vast majority, however, simply went along with 
the cruelty. Frankl also noticed that 
these distinctions existed among the pris-
oners, though not in the same proportions. 
The Nazis relied heavily on prisoners called 
“kapos” to keep other inmates in line, and 
they could be quite sadistic as well.
Frankl concluded there were only two 

“races” of people: the decent and the 
indecent, and both are found in every group.
This being true, how ridiculous is all our Islamophobia, 

anti-Semitism, categorization of followers of any religion, 
political party, members of any gender, people of any nation-
ality or ethnicity.
There are good people and there are bad people in every 

group. There are people who live principled lives, respecting 
their neighbours and the environment, seeking truth, living 
in humility, and embracing a love for all humanity. There 
are also people who are selfish and manipulative but, on the 
surface, are indistinguishable from anyone else.
Perhaps even more importantly, Frankl points out that in 

each of us we find the same potential for good or bad. No 
person is purely virtuous or evil. Each of us makes choices 
every day that either make the world better or lead down 

the path of destruction, and we do not always know which 
choice leads in each direction.
This being the human condition, what can any of us do?
First, it is important not to judge others. Each person is 

dealing with challenges we cannot begin to 
comprehend. We need to humbly ask ourselves: 
“If I was in that person’s situation, knowing what 
they know and not knowing what they don’t 
know, would I have chosen differently?”
We can reflect on the behaviour of those who 

came before us, but it is far more important to 
ask ourselves what we can do to improve the 
world around us, as well as ourselves. Ancient 
wisdom has always told us to ask: “What’s the 
truth in this situation? What is the respectful 
thing to do? How can I show love and compassion 
for myself and my neighbour?”
Given that there will always be a small group of 

people who advocate for a lack of compassion, it’s 
vital that we courageously challenge their views. As conven-
ient and logical as these opinions may appear, selfishness, 
irrational fear, greed, and disrespect for those who share the 
planet with us will always lead to our demise.
What does this mean for those of us living in a world where 

genocide is still commonplace?
We can be like the concentration camp guards who simply 

allowed the cruelty around them to continue or we can be 
like the guards who maintained their humanity by embracing 
the humanity of others.
Frankl witnessed the very worst and the very best of people. 

His writings give us a clear and truthful understanding of 
our human paradigm.
Each of us will leave a legacy. Will our descendants be 

inspired by the good we’ve done, or will they spend their 
lives trying to heal the wounds we’ve caused?
The choice is ours.

Gerry Chidiac

There are only two “races” of people:  
the decent and the indecent
Good people and bad people can be found in every group
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A different kind of Canada Day 
How Canada’s national 
day was marked during a 
year of reflection

Canada Day is usually an occasion where 
Canadians from all backgrounds celebrate their 
country and its people’s collective achievements 
with barbeques, concerts and fireworks. But cele-
brations this year were markedly different.

Even though vaccination rates are increasing, 
many parts of the country are still facing the 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. Even though 
health restrictions are being lifted across Quebec, 
many are still hesitant to gather and celebrate in 
large numbers.

This stark reality put a damper on Canada Day 
celebrations across the country, with the federal 
government only hosting virtual celebrations and 
cancelling the usual Canada Day bash in Ottawa. 

But with the recent uncovering of multiple mass 
graves of children at several former residential 
schools sites across the country, many Canadians 
were calling for the outright cancellation of all 
Canada Day celebrations. 

Thousands rallied in downtown Montreal to 
protest against the celebration and called out the 
continued marginalization of indigenous people

Postponed celebrations 
Celebrations across the neighbourhood were 

somewhat quiet this year. Given the COVID-
19 pandemic, moving day and the questions 
surrounding the discoveries at residential schools, 
many decided to skip celebrations completely.

For the past 20 years, the National Bangladeshi-
Canadian Council has hosted a large Canada Day 
celebration in front of the Parc Metro station. But 
due to current health restrictions, the organiz-
ation decided to postpone festivities to Aug. 13.

The group nonetheless marked Canada’s 
national day in a more sober fashion, taking to 
the streets of Park Extension and distributing 
flags, stickers and stick-on tattoos to local kids. 

Making kids happy
“The day went fantastic,” said Monir Hossain, 

president of the National Bangladeshi- Canadian 
Council. “It’s all for the kids,” said Hossain, adding 
that local children enjoyed the celebrations even 
though they were toned down. 

The group started at Parc Metro station in front 
of Provigo and made their way to Howard Park. 
Although they were not able to host their usual 
event, Hossain felt it necessary to underline the 
holiday especially in an area like Park Ex. 

In a community made up of immigrants, 
Hossain said that many people were celebrating 
for the first time. “They wave them(flags) and 
say ‘we’re proud, it’s the first time we had the 
Canadian flag,” said Hossain.

“There’s nothing better we can do than make 
children happy,” said Hossain. 

Protest in Montreal
While some were celebrating in Park Extension, 

others were in Montreal’s downtown where 

thousands had gathered at Jeanne Mance Park 
to march to Place du Canada and protest against 
the national holiday. 

Protestors were calling for the cancellation of 
Canada Day celebrations across the country and 
to instead bring attention to the country’s dark 
legacy of residential schools and the killings of 
indigenous children. 

Nakuset, the director of the Native Women’s 
Shelter of Montreal that helped organize the 
march, said that they were “organizing this gath-
ering as a space to come together, share our pain 
and grief, and gain strength from the wisdom of 
our elders.”

Demonstrators made clear their position that 
Canada Day was not a day for celebration but 
rather for mourning. Placards read “no pride in 
genocide” and “cancel Canada Day.”

Kamloops, B.C.
This comes after the remains of 215 children 

were uncovered at the site of a former residential 
school in Kamloops, B.C. on May 27. 

This was followed by the discovery of many 
more unmarked graves across the country, 
including 751 remains found on the grounds of 
a former residential school in the Cowessess First 
Nation in Saskatchewan. 

Many cities reconsidered the scope of their 
official Canada Day celebrations, while others, 
like Toronto and Victoria, cancelled them entirely.

Grand Chief Serge Otsi Simon of the Mohawk 
Council of Kanesatake stated that “dancing and 
fireworks would not only be disrespectful and a 
sign of a lack of remorse, but insensitive to our 
people and distasteful to the world.”

Immigrants and Canada Day
When asked the question on Canada Day cele-

brations, Hossain sympathized and recognized 
the suffering of indigenous people across Canada. 
“I feel the deepest pain,” said Hossain.

“In the country that I’m from, we’ve been 
through these things and we understand the pain,” 
added Hossain of the experience of many immi-
grants who have fled persecution and violence, 
often caused by the legacies of colonialism. 

He sees it as important for new Canadians to 
learn about the countries dark past and continued 
injustices towards indigenous people. But he does 
not feel that this is mutually exclusive for them 
celebrating their new homeland.

“Imagine people coming from the Middle East 
region,” said Hossain of refugees fleeing conflict. 
“They just feel proud they’re not getting the 
smell of bombs anymore, killings every day,” he 
explained, adding this is what many immigrants 
were celebrating.

“We all want to make Canada better than ever,” 
said Hossain, adding that “especially post-COVID 
we want to see a different Canada.”

Many immigrants want to celebrate their new home country on Canada Day, all while consid-
ering the injustices of the past. Photo: National Bangladeshi-Canadian Council
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24 HOUR MONITORING

System Includes:
• 1 x Alexor 9155 main alarm unit
• 1 x WT5500 wireless 2 way keypad
• 1 x WS4904P wireless motion detector
• 2 x WS4945 wireless door/window sensors
• 1 x WT4989 wireless 2 way  key chain remote with icon display
•1  x battery backup, power supply, telephone jack
• Incl. 1 year monitoring

(514) 289-8585
20 years at your service!

Burglar • Fire • Cameras • Intercoms $49999

ALARM SYSTEM INSTALLATION + 
12 MONTHS MONITORING!

The SPVM sets up areas of exclusive 
towing on the island of Montreal

Le SPVM met en place des zones de 
remorquage exclusif sur l’île de Montréal

Since July 1st road users who travel on the 
streets of the island of Montreal must call on 
an exclusive towing company if their vehicle 
breaks down or is involved in an accident and 
it blocks traffic or represents a danger. 

Users will be required to call 9-1-1 to reach an 
exclusive tug, unless a police officer is on site, 
in which case the police officer will contact the 
exclusive tug. 

These exclusive towing zones do not apply 
to vehicles broken down in private or public 
parking lots, nor to the motorway network that 
crosses the island, which is already covered by 

the *4141 service. 
The coming into force of these exclusive 

towing zones follows the recommendations 
made by the Office of the Inspector General 
(OIG) in a report published in 2017. These new 
measures are intended to standardize towing 
operations in the greater Montréal area and to 
offer road users a quality service, with regulated 
rates.

Citizens are invited to visit spvmremorquage.
ca to find out all the details of the entry into 
force of this regulation.

Depuis le 1er juillet les usagers de la route 
qui circulent dans les rues de l’île de Montréal 
doivent faire appel à une entreprise de remor-
quage exclusif si leur véhicule est en panne ou 
est impliqué dans un accident et que celui-ci 
bloque la circulation ou représente un danger. 

Les usagers devront composer le 9-1-1 pour 
rejoindre un remorqueur exclusif, à moins qu’un 
policier ne soit sur place, auquel cas c’est lui qui 
contactera le remorqueur exclusif.   

Ces zones de remorquage exclusif ne s’appli-
quent pas pour les véhicules en panne dans 
des stationnements privés ou publics, ni sur 
le réseau autoroutier qui traverse l’île, celui-ci 

étant déjà couvert par le service *4141.  
L’entrée en vigueur de ces zones de remor-

quage exclusif fait suite aux recommandations 
formulées par le Bureau de l’inspecteur général 
(BIG), dans un rapport publié en 2017. Ces 
nouvelles mesures visent à normaliser les 
opérations de remorquage sur le territoire de 
l’agglomération de Montréal et à offrir aux 
usagers de la route un service de qualité, avec 
des tarifs réglementés.

Les citoyens sont invités à se rendre à l’adresse 
spvmremorquage.ca pour connaitre tous les 
détails relatifs à l’entrée en vigueur de cette 
réglementation. 

Lors de la séance de juillet, les membres du 
conseil de l’arrondissement de Villeray–Saint-
Michel–Parc-Extension (VSP) ont approuvé 
l’affectation d’une partie du surplus de gestion 
2020 pour un montant de plus de 1,8 M$ pour 
la mise en place de fonds de réserve pour le 
déneigement (500 000 $), la santé et sécurité 
au travail (300 000 $), les imprévus (892 500 
$) et les mesures transitoires dans le domaine 
public (200 000 $).

« Les membres du conseil et moi-même tenons 
à souligner la saine gestion des finances de 
l’Arrondissement et l›importance du montant 
réservé pour la mise en place de mesures 
transitoires d’apaisement de la circulation. La 
sécurité de toutes et de tous est au cœur de nos 
priorités et nous nous réjouissons de cette enve-
loppe budgétaire pour des aménagements en 
attendant le déploiement de notre plan d’apai-
sement  de la circulation pour l’ensemble des 
quartiers de VSP », a précisé Mme Giuliana 
Fumagalli, mairesse de l’arrondissement de 
Villeray–Saint-Michel–Parc-Extension.

 L’affectation de ces montants respecte la 
Politique d’attribution, d’utilisation et de 
renflouement des surplus de gestion dégagés de 
l’exercice financier 2020 de la Ville de Montréal. 
La balance du surplus de gestion de 3, 4 M$ 
demeurera à l’usage de l’Arrondissement pour 
se doter d’une marge de manœuvre ou combler 
d’autres besoins.

Soutien financier à des organismes
 VSP a accordé à cinq organismes un important 

soutien financier pour leur permettre d’offrir 
aux adolescents de 12 à 17 ans, jusqu’en 2023, 
une alternative aux activités traditionnelles 
de sports et de loisirs. Ces contributions 
financières totalisent plus de 758 000 $ 
pour le Centre communautaire Jeunesse-
Unie de Parc-Extension, le Patro Villeray, 
la Corporation d’Éducation jeunesse, La 
Grande Porte et les Loisirs communautaires 
Saint-Michel. Financée par le programme 
Jeunesse, cette aide permettra aux jeunes 
désirant s’impliquer activement de participer 
aux choix, à l’organisation et à la réalisation 
de leurs activités de loisirs. Les principales 
activités sont de nature éducative, culturelle, 
sportive, récréative et de développement 
personnel et social. Le programme favorise 

ainsi le développement de jeunes actifs 
et responsables dans le développement 
d’activités adaptées à leurs besoins.
 Pour augmenter le soutien aux enfants et 
aux familles vulnérables, l’Arrondissement a 
accordé une contribution financière totalisant 
107 879 $ à quatre organismes partenaires 
pour les années 2021 et 2022, dans le cadre du 
Fonds diversité et inclusion sociale. La santé 
mentale et l’appartenance des adolescentes 
et des adolescents sont au cœur du projet 
du Centre communautaire Jeunesse-Unie de 
Parc-Extension. La Corporation de gestion des 
Loisirs du Parc souhaite créer un programme 
d’activités sportives pour les jeunes de 10 à 
17 ans. L’Organisation des jeunes de Parc-
Extension embauchera un ou une musicothéra-

peute qui se joindra à l’équipe du projet Art et 
Contes tandis que pour Espace-Famille Villeray, 
une série d’actions sera posée pour la première 
transition scolaire dans le but d’améliorer la 
réussite éducative et la persévérance scolaire 
des jeunes enfants. De plus, une contribution 
financière additionnelle de 14 223 $ a également 
été allouée à Vivre Saint-Michel en santé, pour 
l’année en cours, pour un projet qui permettra 
de toucher 67 familles supplémentaires pour 
soutenir au mieux leurs enfants dans leur réus-
site éducative.

D’autres actions pour la vitalité 
commerciale

Deux autres organismes ont reçu une somme 
totalisant 70 000 $ dans le cadre de l’appel à 
projets « Soutenir les associations commer-
ciales locales ». Deux projets ont été retenus 
pour l’Association de la Promenade Jarry, soit 
la bonification de l’îlot d’été déjà déployé, au 
coin des rues Villeray et Lajeunesse, en ajoutant 
du mobilier design pour faire de cette placette 
publique un point de rencontre incontourn-
able du quartier. Aussi, l’association souhaite 
mobiliser les commerçants et coordonner 
toutes les étapes de création d’une SDC pour 
le quartier de Villeray.

Pour l’Association des commerçants de la 
rue Saint-Hubert, une placette publique sur la 
rue De Castelnau, entre les rues Saint-Hubert 
et Saint-André, sera réalisée en rendant le 
tronçon piéton et en y intégrant du mobilier 
et du verdissement.

Faits saillants du conseil d’arrondissement

 Mise en place de quatre fonds de réserve et soutien financier 
additionnel à des organismes partenaires
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Même vacciné,
on doit se protéger.

Continuons d’appliquer les mesures sanitaires
pour se protéger et protéger les autres.



9 juillet, 2021 / July 9, 2021 •  N
o
u
velles P

a
rc-Ex

ten
sio

n
 N

ew
s  •  9

septième 
production

2110, rue Drummond, 3e
 étage 

Montréal (Québec)  H3G 1X1
mai 5, 2021 4:13 PM

client : MCE Nº 111172239-3 format PAP : 100 % @ 300 dpi

description : Mesures Génériques Vaccination trim fermé : 9,833’’ x 12,5’’

pièce : Hebdos - DPP - EN trim ouvert : —

version : visible : —

infographiste : EV bleed : —

nom fichier : MCE_MesuresGenVacc_Hebdos_EN_DPP_9,833x12,5

couleur C M J N PMS 
2002

PMS 
2002

PMS 
2002

  Check   

  List  √ Les sorties laser ne reflètent pas fidèlement les couleurs telles qu’elles paraîtront  
sur le produit fini. Cette épreuve est utilisée à des fins de mise en page seulement.X

Even once vaccinated, 
you still need 

to protect yourself.



1
0

  •
  N

o
u
ve

lle
s 

P
a
rc

-E
x

te
n
si

o
n
 N

ew
s 

• 
9 

ju
ill

et
, 2

02
1 

/ 
Ju

ly
 9

, 2
02

1

Even once vaccinated, 
you still need 

to protect yourself.

Let’s work together to keep respecting health measures
so we can protect each other.
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Brick by Brick is developing a 30-unit social 
housing building in Park-Extension with the help 
of its investors and with their financial partners 
in the Borough of Villeray—Saint-Michel—Park-
Extension, the city of Montreal, and the Quebec 
government. 

Faiz Abhuani is the director of Brick by Brick, 
which develops subsidized housing for low-in-
come tenants that face discrimination in the 
rental market. One brick at a time, the commun-
ity organization funds social housing projects by 
collecting donations from its investors as well as 
getting landlords and governments on board. 

The Borough of Villeray—Saint-Michel—Park-
Extension announced in June that it would be 
offering the community organization a grant of 
$541,900 to help finance the project. 

“What’s really nice about the project is that […] 
it’s in front of Howard Park,” said Park-Extension 
Mayor, Giuliana Fumagalli. “By the time the 
project will be finished, people will be actually 
having access to a really wonderful new local 
park. It’s also very important to note that it’s on 
the north end of Park-Ex, and that’s really, really 
good news because it’s the first project of that 
nature so far north in a sector that really needed 
to have social housing units.”

Amy Darwish, coordinator at Comité d’action 
Parc-Extension, welcomes the social housing 
project. “There are a lot of people in the neigh-
borhood who are struggling to deal with the 
exploding rents in the neighborhood,” said 
Darwish. “We’re really struggling to find places 
to live, and these are 30 units that we desperately 
need.”

Calls for greater independence
According to Fumagalli, funds for such projects 

are ordinarily reserved for buildings with 100 
units or more, but given the absence of buildings 
with over 100 units in the Park-Extension, the 
borough had to make some alterations. “We 
modified the rules to lower that amount, and 
that’s how we were able to actually have that 
significant amount of money that we actually 
have.

“What we have in Park-Ex is a need for social 
and community housing,” said Fumagalli. “We 
also have a very, very big demand for two types 
of units. We have many large families [and] there 
is also a need for units for people who are living 

alone.”
Although pleased with the new project, 

Fumagalli said that the borough had initially 
asked for community bonds and greater power 
to purchase existing properties to meet the 
immediate housing needs of residents. Similarly, 
residents have not yet benefited from the recent 
purchases of the properties on Hutchinson, 
Acadie, and St. Urbain because the housing 
units have not yet been constructed, the borough 
mayor explained.  

“We didn’t get that ‘okay’ from the housing 
services of Montreal,” she said. “I think that’s 
what is important to underline. We need, as 
boroughs, more power. We need to be a little 
more independent from the city centre. We need 
to find different avenues to actually [get] different 
social housing projects done.”

Darwish agrees that short-term needs have yet 
to be adequately addressed. One way of taking 
direct action is to acquire buildings on sale or in 
poor condition, then renovate them and convert 
them into social housing units, said Darwish. “It’s 
a way of taking the building off of the market […] 
while ensuring that tenants get to stay in their 
homes in the neighborhood they call home.”

One brick at a time
To Abhuani, housing has transformed from the 

basic need for shelter to commodified spaces 
that serve as objects for investors to speculate 
on. It is increasingly common for properties to 
be owned by absentee owners who sometimes 
do not manage their properties themselves, he 

said. “[…] Their mindset in ventures like that 
really centres around making the properties as 
profitable as possible in the short term and at 
the cost of the tenants.”

While Abhuani admitted that investment in 
Brick by Brick’s social housing projects may not 
give investors a competitive return monetar-
ily as compared to other real estate ventures, 

these investments offer a “social return” in seeing 
low-income families being able to stay in their 
schools and finding a stable home in their neigh-
bourhoods, he said. 

The building’s tenants will be composed of 
low-income people who have been traumatized 
or whose skills are undervalued in the job market, 
Abhuani explained. “The residents are only going 
to pay a quarter of their income in rent, and so 

it’s really going to help a lot of people improve 
their quality of life.”

The housing development at 8600 Ave. de 
L’Épée is scheduled for completion in 2022.

Brick by Brick’s next project is to convert the 
ground floor of a duplex on Beaumont Street 
into a community centre that will offer French 
language courses, employability workshops, as 
well as cultural programming. 

SS..DD
220 Jean-Talon Ouest, Montréal, Qc.  H2R 2X5
Call 514 274-1100 or 514 274-1459

Problems with pests, 
insects or rodents???

• Free Estimate 
• Written Guarantee

All kinds of insects 
and rodents

• Residential  
• Commercial  
• Industrial

EExxtteerrmmiinnaattiinngg  
SSeerrvviiccee  IInncc..

Serving 
the 

community 
for over 
50 

years
C550279
Membre of  
Canadian Association

www.sdextermination.com

Why suffer  
with infestation!infestation!

Brick by Brick to convert paint factory into 
multi-unit social housing project

JOE BONGIORNO
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Paint factory to be converted into social housing. PHOTO: Joe Bongiorno NEWSFIRST

“We didn’t get that 
‘okay’ from the 

housing services of 
Montreal,”

MOVIES
FOR FREE

Simply send us a self-addressed stamped envelope along with an  
enclosed letter telling us what you miss most about going to the movies 

and we’ll send you *passes for 4 people to any Guzzo Cinemas.

*

presents

Please send us a self-addressed stamped envelop to:

 
TThhee  LLaavvaall  NNeewwss 3860, boul. Notre-Dame, #304, Laval, QC  H7V 1S1

*  While  
   quantities  
   last.
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• Grapes• Grapes
• • RaspberriesRaspberries
• • Melon or  Melon or  
 Pineapple Pineapple
• • CauliflowerCauliflower

• • PeachesPeaches
• • OrangesOranges
• • KaleKale
• • ZucchinisZucchinis
• • EggplantEggplant

• • Potatoes or TurnipsPotatoes or Turnips
• • OnionsOnions
• • AvocadoAvocado
• • DillDill
• • LettuceLettuce

• • CucumberCucumber
• • LimesLimes
• • BananasBananas
• • Mystery ItemMystery Item

FRUITS ET LÉGUMES

Read what people are saying about us:
https://www.facebook.com/PanierDuFermier/

THIS WEEK’S BASKET:THIS WEEK’S BASKET:

Fruits and 
Vegetables
16 to 20 Varieties

Fresh of the day  
at amazing prices!

Reserve yours today!

THURSDAY ONLY from 10am to 7pm
In-Store Cash & Carry with no reservations!

ssaavvee
$$11,,220000

Our weekly 
customers

A value of$60+at the supermarketYou pay only $35

up to

 3151-B  Boul. Dagenais Ouest (near Curé-Labelle) Laval, Québec  H7P 1T8 
(514) 473-4591  |  panierdufermier.ca  |  panierdufermier@gmail.com

Ordering is so easy !
1

2

Place your orders online or by  
phone before 8 PM on Thursday

Pick up your baskets on 
Thursday, Friday or Saturday

We also 
deliver to 
your home!
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WE BUY GOLD AND DIAMONDS

Same address since 1989
1799, boul. Curé-Labelle,  
Chomedey (North of St-Martin)

Before selling 
elsewhere,  

come see us!
Mon. to Wed. - 10am to 5:30pm

Thurs. and Fri. - 10am to 7:00pm
Saturday - 9am to noon

Sunday - Closed

- For over 38 years -

solutionrl.com
*No price by phone

450-681-1363

 We are hiring!
If you are lookίng for a permanent posίtίon wίth full benefίts, hίgher than  
average salary, a respectful workίng envίronment and addίtίonal performance 
based compensatίon, Rose Hίll Foods may be the ίdeal workplace for you! 

Located in Ville Saint-Laurent (Montreal), with nearly 40 years of continuous evolution 
since its founding in 1983, Rose Ηill Foods has become a leader in the Canadian  
food industry. 

We are currently looking for capable and energetic people to work in our  
Production and Packaging Line. 

The most valuable asset of our business is our employees! 

Want to know more? Contact:  
Vasileios Bourmpounis  
E-mail: vbourmpounis@rosehillfoods.com  
Tel.: (514) 745-1153 ext.: 245

ROSE HILL Foods lnc. 
7171 boul. Thιmens, St-Laurent, Qc. Canada H4S 2Α2 • www.rosehιllfoods.com

Tel: 514-745-1153 • SF: 800-361-3102 

What are YOU looking for?

Careers Section Classified Section

How to describe your ideal boss  
in a job interview

 As part of the interview process, you might 
be asked to describe your ideal boss. 
While it’s useful to know whether a pros-
pective employer’s management style 
suits your preferences, this can be a deli-
cate question to answer. Among other 
things, you don’t want to come across as 
being a needy employee or having pro-
blems with authority.

 While it’s important to give an honest 
answer, playing it safe by listing vague, 
positive attributes such as “fair” and “res-
pectful” doesn’t provide the recruiter with 
much information about who you are or 
what you expect from your employer. After 
all, who would want a disrespectful mana-
ger who doesn’t treat employees fairly?

 Therefore, it’s best to provide a precise 
description that highlights both your ability 
to work independen tly and follow direc-
tions. Plus, by avoiding obvious answers, 
you’ll show that you’ve taken some time to 
reflect on the subject. For example, you 
could mention that you value managers 

who clearly communicate expectations 
but also encourage independent work. 

 Additionally, you can support your des-
cription with a few concrete examples 
from previous jobs to highlight your ability 
to adapt to various leadership styles. Just 
make sure to focus on what you look for in 
a boss rather than the qualities you dislike. 
Lastly, remember to never criticize a prior 
supervisor as this will likely reflect poorly 
on you.

 If you need to hire someone for a re-
mote position, you should look for a can-
didate who can work effectively from 
home. Here’s how to find the right per-
son for the job. 

 Seek out candidates with the right 
qualities 

 
Telecommuting isn’t for everyone, and 
some people aren’t as productive when 
they work from home. To help narrow 
down your search for a remote em-
ployee, look for key qualities such as:

• Proactive communication skills. Since 
most exchanges with a remote em-
ployee happen over the phone and 
through email or instant messaging, you 
need someone who can clearly express 
their ideas. Consider having candidates 
take a writing test.

• Strong initiative. Remote em ployees 
must be able to complete their work 
with out direct and constant supervision. 
You can reach out to former employers 
to learn more about a candidate’s abi lity 
to work autonomously.

• Focus and organization skills. Someone 
who works from home needs to be 
adept at managing their time, esta-
blishing priorities and maintaining 
concentration despite distractions (es-
pecially if they have children at home).

 Ask questions to assess an appli-
cant’s suitability

 
Use the interview process to further 
evaluate whether a candidate is well-
suited for a remote position. For exa-
mple, you should ask:

• Do you have any experience working 
remotely?

• Are you comfortable using platforms 
such as Zoom and Skype?

• How do you remain focused when wor-
king from home?

• What strategies do you use to stay pro-
ductive at home?

 Finally, be sure to discuss your expecta-
tions about flexible work hours and con
firm which time zone a prospective em-
ployee is based in.

How to hire someone  
for a remote position
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In Memoriam & Obituaries

Complexe funéraire • Funeral Complex

55 Gince, Montreal  • 514.228.1888 (Day & Night) 
 www.complexeaeterna.com

Honor and celebrate life  
in accordance to your traditions, values and customs,  

while easing your experience during the difficult moments.

Patel, Lallubhai
1937 - 2021

It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of 
Lallubhai PATEL at the age of 83.

Sotto, Esther
1947-2021

Peacefully, on Sunday, July 4, 2021, at the age of 
seventy-four. Beloved wife and soulmate of the late 
Elie Sotto. Devoted and loving mother of Corinne (Fred 
Levi), Dan (Daniella Toledano) and Stephane (Sofia 
Sotto). Cherished and adored Mimi of David, Jonathan, 
Sarah, Noah and Nathan. Daughter of the late Haïm 
and the late Marie Hadida. She will be missed by her 
many nieces and nephews.

Clavier Edelson, Freda
1925 - 2021

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of our beloved 
Freda on Friday July 2nd, 2021, at the age of ninety-six.  Devoted 
wife of the late David Edelson (Ottawa). Loving mother and mother-
in-law of Donna and Murray Grossner (Toronto) and Janet Tymchuk 
(Edmonton). Cherished Bubby of David Grossner (Florida), Michael 
and Hailey Grossner (California) and Michelle Tymchuk (New York) 
and Great Grand Mother of Jayden Grossner (California). A champion 
of universal human kindness and dignity, Freda was an outstanding 
role model for her many nieces, nephews, family, and friends.

Ashish, Patel 
1975 - 2021

It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of 
Ashish PATEL at the age of 46.

There’s no one right way to approach a funeral and today’s 
ceremonies are increasingly stepping away from long-held 
traditions. Given that each individual leads a unique life, it 
follows that when a person passes away, he or she is com-
memorated in an equally unique fashion. Here are three 
ways forward-thinking families are customizing funerals 
for the modern age.

1. NOT WEARING BLACK
Some families ask guests to forego the 
traditional garb and instead sport bright 
colours. This practice encourages people 
to regard the ceremony as first and fore-
most a celebration of the deceased’s life.

2. THEMED FUNERALS
This is another way of putting the accent 
on celebration and commemoration. A fu-
neral can be themed around a personal 
passion, a special achievement, a favou-
rite colour, a choice book or film — you 
name it.

3. GREEN FUNERALS
Environmentally conscious individuals 
are increasingly opting for eco-friendly 
funeral practices. Green funerals may in-
clude a burial in the forest, using remains 
to grow a tree and choosing sustainably 
sourced wood for the coffin.

These are just a few ways to perso
nalize the funeral of your loved one. 
There’s nothing stopping you from 
expanding on these ideas or using 
your own, so long as the wishes of the 
deceased are taken into account.

Three modern funeral trends
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Coffee Break

HOW TO PLAY:
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once.

Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. You already have a 
few numbers to get you started. Remember: You must not repeat 
the numbers 1 through 9 in the same line, column, or 3x3 box.
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Last Issues‘ Answers

The luckiest signs this week:  
SCORPIO, SAGITTARIUS AND CAPRICORN

Week of JULY 11 TO 17, 2021
HOROSCOPE

ARIES
Even while on vacation, you’ll be in touch with work. 
Either you’ll have your laptop with you on the patio or 
you’ll cut your break short. You tend to be overzeal-
ous about work, much to your boss’ delight.

TAURUS
Passion shines brightly in your eyes. If you’re single 
or want to spice up your relationship, you’ll try to be 
more eccentric to attract attention. Home will be the 
place to recharge your batteries.

GEMINI
Even if you plan to take a relaxing vacation in the near 
future, the urge to get moving will soon take over. You 
won’t want to miss opportunities to express your 
point of view, and you’ll spend hours ponde¬ring big 
questions.

CANCER
You’ll consolidate rest and activity. You’ll end up 
working on your own time, since you can’t help but 
check your messages and complete certain tasks, 
even though you promi¬sed yourself you’d unplug 
during your vacation.

LEO
You’ll enjoy shopping and pampering yourself. You’ll 
have fun bartering with merchants and finding great 
deals. You’ll also go on a few spontaneous adven-
tures to get away from the daily grind and seek out 
some peace and quiet.

VIRGO
Take some time to recharge your batteries before you 
dive headfirst into an adventure. An escape is needed; 
let loose and go where life takes you. The artist within 
you will be inspired to create a masterpiece.

LIBRA
You’ll have a serious attitude. Even on vacation, you’ll 
be tempted to keep in touch with work or toil away on 
projects rather than relax and enjoy the moment. 
People close to you may need your help.

SCORPIO
Summer goes by quickly, so you’ll need to be orga-
nized if you want to have time for all your planned 
acti¬vities. Fortunately, you’ll be able to make the 
most of your time in the company of people you love. 
A trip might be organized at the last minute.

SAGITTARIUS
You’ll get caught up in planning all the trips you’ll take 
after the pandemic. You’ll also cook up some big 
personal and professional projects. You’ll feel like 
time is in short supply as you come up with more and 
more ideas.

CAPRICORN
Make the most of your days off and live in the mo-
ment. Even if you’re not on vacation, you’ll indulge in 
simple pleasures. At the very least, give yourself time 
to unplug by spending time in nature.

AQUARIUS
You’ll experience emotions that disturb your sense of 
calm for one reason or another. In your love life, you’ll 
know right away if the other person isn’t being 
ho¬nest about their feelings. Needless to say, your 
energy level will be linked to your mental state.

PISCES
The business world never takes a break, even in the 
middle of summer. You’ll find golden opportunities, 
whether it’s a lucrative contract or a valuable profes-
sional relationship. You’ll find yourself quite busy with 
no end in sight.

ACROSS
1. Rowing blades
5. Stereo component
8. Woeful exclamation
12. Fib
13. Tell an untruth
14. ____ tie
15. Certain bean
16. Traveler’s stop
17. Unattractive
18. ____ India Company
19. Go to see
21. Utilize
23. Job or story
27. Black-ink item
30. Write hastily
31. Rarer than rare
32. Owl’s question?
33. Contest site
35. Mine yield
36. Young chap
37. However
38.	Piggy-bank	fillers
40. Formed
42. Pigpen
43. Full-grown

45. Makes mistakes
49. Barking sounds
52. Bumper ____
53. Oaf
54. Petitions
55. Memorable time
56. Motionless
57. ____-jerk reaction
58. Earth’s upper 
atmosphere
59. Intense
  

DOWN
1. Stare
2. Vocal solo
3. Borders
4. Sculpture
5. Breathing
6. Skirt type
7. Retiree’s income
8. Borders on
9. Type of cabin
10. “____ That Jazz”

11. Nutritious bean
20. Unbroken
22. Remained
24. Branding tool
25. Game missile
26. She-sheep
27. Piercing tools
28. Iranian prince, once
29. Baking ingredient
30. 707, e.g.
34. Marks down
39. Facial feature
41. Old-fashioned
42. Wander
44. Songbird
46. Went by bus
47. ____ of thumb
48. Tread
49. “____ Me No 
Questions”
50. Gallop
51. Professional charge
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$295,500
MLS: 11170098

1-1289 RUE JASMIN, LAVAL 
(CHOMEDEY), QC, H7W 3V9

Beautiful and bright open concept 
condo close to everything. Situated 
in quiet area of Chomedey close to 
schools, shopping and transport. 2 
bedrooms with huge bath/shower 
& laundry. 1 parking and 1 storage. 
MUST SEE!!
 
CALL ME FOR MORE INFO.

EXCELLENT SERVICE  |  EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS

A MUST SEE!


