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Pfizer’s Covid Vaccine  Pfizer’s Covid Vaccine  
officially approved  officially approved  

by US FDAby US FDA

On Monday August 23rd the U.S. Drug 
Administration, the FDA fully approved 

the Pfizer/BioNTech alliance’s vaccine for 
people 16 years of age and older. This offi-
cial approval should help strengthen the 
vaccination efforts in the US and elsewhere.
A reminder that Pfizer’s vaccine had 

been granted emergency approval since 
December. It continues to be available to 
children and teens between the age of 12 
and 15 under this conditional approval, 
the FDA said.
Furthermore the production process of 

the vaccine had also been verified, through 
official factory visits.

Park-Ex citizens Park-Ex citizens 
weigh in as weigh in as 
federal  federal  
election election 
kicks offkicks off

Mayor Mayor 
Fumagalli Fumagalli 
launches launches 
Quartiers Quartiers 
Montréal  Montréal  
partyparty
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ELECTIONS ELECTIONS 20212021

By David Coletto 
Although many Canadians say they are finan-

cially better off or have not been impacted by 
the pandemic, the cost of living is clearly the top 
issue for most people as this election campaign 
kicks off.

Last week we released some new data with 
the Broadbent Institute and the Professional 
Institute of the Public Service of Canada about 
the role affordability, tax fairness, and paying 
for the pandemic may have in the campaign.

In our own pre-election survey, we find that 
62% of respondents ranked the cost of living as 
one of the top 5 issues that will drive their vote 
this election. This is higher than any other issue 
and has increased by 7-points since this point 
of the 2019 federal election campaign.

But the cost of living isn’t the only “afford-
ability” issue respondents rank high. We also 
see taxes, housing, and the cost of prescrip-
tion drugs as being important to at least 1 in 
4 eligible voters.

And the power of affordability as an issue is 
that it crosses the political spectrum. It is the 
top issue for Conservative and NDP voters 
and the second-highest among Liberal voters 
(climate change is the top issue for Liberals – 
more to come on that later this week).

Cost of Living
Affordability may not ultimately become the 

ballot question in this campaign, but there’s no 
doubt that Canadians are feeling the squeeze as 
prices for almost everything rise due to supply 
shortages and other macroeconomic factors.

Political leaders and candidates can expect 
to be asked their plans on the cost of living as 
household budgets get squeezed and percep-
tions of this problem increase. In this environ-
ment, there’s absolutely no appetite for tax 
increases (except on the wealthiest Canadians).

For businesses and associations that represent 
them, there will be pressure on policymakers to 
ease this pressure and as we have found in the 
past, there’s broad support for policy tools that 
force companies to lower their prices.

The 2019 campaign started as the affordability 
election. Will the 2021 one repeat that?

Here’s what we found:
Affordability anxiety persists. 83% of 

Canadians worry at least a little about their cost 
of living, with 39% saying they are pretty or very 
worried. Overall, this is slightly down from 2019 
but remains elevated. Younger Canadians and 
those in households earning less than $50,000 

per year were more likely to feel worried about 
their cost of living rising.

Affordability anxiety crosses the political 
spectrum but highest among Green, NDP and 
undecided voters. Worry about a rising cost of 
living crosses the political spectrum. Those who 
say they are pretty or very worried about their 
cost of living rising by current vote:

• Liberal – 33%
• Conservative – 31%
• NDP – 46%
• Green – 51%
• BQ – 41%
• Undecided voters – 49%

3. Cost of living, healthcare, and housing 
affordability are the top three vote drivers. 
When asked which three issues are most likely 
to impact how they vote, cost of living (35%), 
healthcare (33%) and housing affordability 
(28%) along with economic growth and job 
creation were in the top four.

4. The pandemic has hurt the personal finances 
of 1 in 3 Canadians – or almost 10 million 
people. 33% of Canadians say the pandemic 
left their household budget and savings worse 
off while 14% they are better off financially.

5. Most Canadians believe the cost of things 
they use day-to-day and the income differences 
between the richest 1% and your personal salary 
have gotten worse over the past 2 years. When 
assessing whether several things have gotten 
better or worse over the past two years, 64% feel 
the cost of things they use and consume day to 
day have gotten worse. Moreover:

• 53% think the income difference between 
the richest 1% and their salary is worse over 
the past two years.

• 42% say their ability to save for retirement 
has gotten worse over the past two years

• 41% say their feelings of stress about money 
has gotten worse over the past two years.

6. What would help make life more affordable? 
There’s no silver bullet and reactions depend 
on someone’s life stage and economic position. 
But millions of Canadians believe that covering 
more under public health care, ensuring every-

one has a stable job with a decent wage, and 
taxing wealthier Canadians and large corpor-
ations more to pay for better public services for 
everyone would help.

For others, forcing companies to reduce prices, 
cutting taxes for middle and working-class 
Canadians, and making childcare more afford-
able would help a lot.

Those under 30 are more likely to think the 
following would help make their life more 
affordable:

• Making childcare more affordable, raising 
the minimum wage, reducing tuition fees, creat-
ing incentives to encourage employers to raise 
wages, improving public transit and reducing 
transit fees, and making it easier for workers 
to unionize.

Those aged 60 and over are more likely to think 
the following would help make their life more 
affordable:

• Covering more services under public health-
care, taxing wealthier Canadians and large 
corporations more to pay for better public 
services for everyone, and forcing companies 
to reduce the prices they charge for things.

Affordability and the cost of living is the top  
issue for Canadians

Suggested presentation. barbiesgrill.com   
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Park-Ex citizens weigh in as federal election kicks off

Québec unveils details surrounding 
the roll-out of the vaccine passport

The people of Park-Extension weighed in on 
Canada’s upcoming federal election as the first 
week of the campaign wrapped up.

The 36-day campaign race for the Papineau riding 
took off after Prime Minister Justin Trudeau called a 
snap election on August 14. Election posters sprung 
up all over Park-Extension. Trudeau, NDP candi-
date Christine Paré and her part leader Jagmeet 
Singh’s faces dominated Jean-Talon, Athena Park, 
and the surroundings of Parc Station. Posters of 
Conservative, Bloc Québécois, and Green Party 
candidates were noticeably absent from the streets 
of Park-Extension at the moment this article was 
written. 

The current representative of the Papineau 
riding, which includes the borough of Villeray–
Saint-Michel–Parc-Extension, is held by the Prime 
Minister. 

According to an Ipsos national poll conducted for 
Global News between August 13-16, the Liberals 
are leading the pack with 36 per cent of the vote, 
the Conservatives are second with 31 per cent, and 
the NDP is third with 20 percent followed by the 
Green Party at five per cent. 

But where do Park-Extension citizens stand on 
the electoral race?

Community pulse
Frank Monthy was struck by how the Liberal 

posters outnumber those of the other parties. 
“Trudeau handled the pandemic perfectly, so 

people will vote for him,” he said. “You couldn’t 

have done it better.”
Monthy said the Prime Minister was right to call 

an election and that he will win in a landslide. In 
fact, he said he was planning on voting for Trudeau 
with the economy as his biggest concern. In terms of 
the other candidates, he said he was not impressed. 
“I don’t see anything new that can be brought from 
other political parties.”

But not everyone in Park-Extension has decided 
who to give their vote to. 

Denise Fournier and her husband George Zervos 
are undecided.

“With everything the way it’s going, we’re not sure 
anymore,” said Fournier. 

Fournier believes that the Prime Minister should 
have refrained from calling the election so early 
with the pandemic still ongoing. 

At the same time, Zervos thinks that it was a smart 
political move. “[Trudeau] has been giving a lot 
of money out, and a lot of people probably happy 
with that.”

While there is no single issue swaying their vote, 
Zervos said he would like to see more assistance to 
the elderly in need and action to prevent rent hikes. 

“The rents are going sky high,” he said. “We don’t 
have our own homes.”

New to Park-Extension, Laura, who chose not 
to give her full name, usually leans toward the 
NDP, but she said that she had not yet decided 
which name she would check off at the ballot box 
in September.  

“I’m not particularly impressed [with the Liberals],” 
said Laura. “For the most part, I think that there are 
certain communities that feel like they’ve been left 
in the dust in terms of like pandemic. I think a lot 

of that has to do with the overall federal structure. 
I think we are due for a change.”

Socioeconomic and equity issues are important to 
Laura. “I’d like to see a lot more attention to social 
programs in terms of like [assisting] the homeless 
population,” she said. “I’d really like to see some 
of the money that goes into policing in Canada 
redistributed into social programs or arts programs 
of various kinds. I think that’s the main thing for 
me right now.”

The view from afar 
Kristen Monnik just moved to Canada from New 

Orleans. This election will be her first since making 
the move north. 

“I’m actually blown away by how short the election 
cycle is here,” said Monnik. “In the States, it’s two 
years and it’s non-stop.”

In the United States, election posters are much 

more pervasive and can be found on medians, on 
billboards, in front yards, and in front of colleges, 
she said. 

“More signs, bigger signs. Here, it’s there, you can 
see it, but it’s not overwhelming.”

Although Monnik is new to Canada, she knows 
what she would like to see in a Canadian leader. 
“Someone who really cares about the people and 
who cares about getting the results and not just 
talking,” she said. 

Recent riding history
In the 2019 election, Trudeau won his Papineau 

seat with 51.2 per cent of the vote. Paré came in 
second with 18.9 per cent, Christian Gagnon of 
the Bloc Québécois came in third with 15.9 per 
cent, the Green Party’s Juan Vazquez came in at 7.6 
percent, and Sophie Veilleux of the Conservatives 
trailed at 4.3 per cent. 

CNW Telbec/ - The Minister of Health and 
Social Services, Christian Dubé, accompan-
ied by the Minister for Government Digital 
Transformation and Minister responsible 
for Access to Information and Protection of 
Information, Éric Caire, confirmed the imple-
mentation of the vaccination passport as of 
September1, which will allow access to certain 
places or participation in certain activities only 
to adequately protected persons or those who 
have a clinical contraindication to vaccination 
against COVID-19.

The use of this passport will be limited to activ-
ities deemed non-essential and held in places 
where the risk of transmission between individ-
uals is high. These activities include events and 
festivals, performance halls and sports venues, 
casinos, cinemas, training rooms, team sports, 
bars, restaurants and certain extracurricular 
activities. The passport will also apply to persons 
13 years of age and older only.

Two applications will be available and can be 
downloaded for free tomorrow on the App Store 
and, soon, on Google Play. The first, VaxiCode, 
is aimed at citizens. It will allow them to deposit 
their QR code into a digital wallet. The second, 
VaxiCode Verif, will allow operators or those 
responsible for the activities covered by the 
measure to verify the vaccination status of 
persons wishing to access them. The latter 
application will read the QR code that appears 
on the proof of vaccination, to determine the 
protection status of a person against COVID-19. 
This status will be displayed in green or red, with 
the certification of the Government of Quebec, 
determining whether or not the person can 
access the place. No other information, other 
than the person’s name, will be visible on the 
reader. Citizens will also have to present an 
identity card to corroborate their identity, with 
a photo if they are over 16 years of age. It is 
important to remember that people can also 
bring paper proof of their QR code at any time.

In order to give the public and the operators 

or those responsible for the places and activities 
concerned time to adjust, a reprieve is planned 
between 1 and 15 September. During this period, 
the vaccination passport must be required, but 
no sanctions will be applied to companies and 
the various places where the activities in ques-
tion are held, as well as to persons attending 
these places. However, sanctions will apply from 
15 September.  

Highlights:
• The list of activities and locations covered by 

the vaccine passport is available on Québec.ca 
• Having passed the necessary tests, the 

QR code proves to be quite safe. It should be 
noted, however, that citizens are responsible 
for protecting all their personal information 
and providing it only to mandated persons, as is 
the case for a passport or identity card (driver’s 
licence, health insurance card, etc.). 

• The application for citizens will allow them to 
download and read the full content of their own 
QR code, classify it in a digital wallet and present 
it when accessing the targeted businesses. 

• People who do not have a cell phone will be 
able to print their QR code from a computer or 
request their QR code in business card format 
by mail. 

• To access the vaccination passport, indi-
viduals with contraindications to vaccination 
against COVID-19 will have to go to a vaccina-
tion clinic with the appropriate documentation 
to have it entered in the Immunization Registry. 
It should also be noted that contraindications to 
vaccines are rare, and are generally applicable 
to a single type of vaccine. So there’s almost 
always the possibility of offering one type of 
vaccine or another. 

• It should be remembered that the choice of 
the date of1 September for the entry into force 
of the measure is intended to give the entire 
population the opportunity to avail itself of the 
two doses of vaccine required, as part of the 
current vaccination campaign.

Federal election posters hit the streets of Park-Extension. Joe Bongiorno NEWSFIRST

JOE BONGIORNO
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
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Opinion
Editorial&

I’m not sure why we are having a federal election at this time. Isn’t it 
a four-year mandate? And is this only two years since the October 
2019 campaign? We know what the ruling liberals are all about.  A 
left wing, woke, millennial political party, that would continue that 
political route, if re-elected. The Liberals needed the support of at 
least one other party to pass legislation and they have been getting it, 
making a deal here and there, surviving in their minority government 
role. It was either a deal with the Bloc for debate closure on Bill C-10, 
the government’s controversial plan to bring streaming giants such 
as Netflix under Canada’s existing broadcasting rule, or the NDP for 
Bill C2. That was a confidence vote where the ruling liberals could 
have fallen but Jagmeet Singh shook Trudeau’s hand, and a deal was 
made to assure a two-week sick leave for Canadians. There are many 
more examples of deals between parties. The point is, this government 
was working. There is a lot to be said about minority governments. 
Canadians benefit for the most part. So why an election after 23 months, 
and not the traditional 48? 
Thankfully the campaign lasts 36 days, nowhere near the year long affair 
that goes on with the Americans every four years. The Trudeau liberals 
no doubt decided on the shortest campaign allowed under federal law, 
36 short days, because the polls show them ahead, and with just over 
month, you would think that would mean less time for other parties 
to present their platforms, and less time to allow Canadians to change 
their minds and reverse the polls.  
Well timed for the election is the compulsory vaccination of federal 
employees including travellers by air, plane or train in Canada. (The 
Conservatives leave the option for mandatory daily tests to the unvac-
cinated.) That decision pleases 80% of Canadians (Ipsos-Global pollster). 
In fact, Canadians are angry at those who are not jabbed. And with 
reason. The unvaccinated are mostly responsible for spreading the virus 
and creating variants, flooding the emergency rooms and occupying 
hospital beds, and weighing heavily on an overworked community of 
health care workers, grappling with mental health issues
The bottom line for the liberals, and the academics who teach political 
science seem to agree, when the polls show a minority government with 
an opportunity for a majority, it usually means a visit o the Governor 
General’s office. And it did. 

For the biggest spender in Canadian history, with the largest deficit 
ever, the Prime Minister has allotted an additional 100 million for mail 
in ballots during this fourth wave of the pandemic. It’s estimated this 
election will cost Canadians close to 700 million dollars.
Strange that the most recent Ipsos poll shows the Liberals handily 
ahead, but the same poll shows 57% that say it’s time for a change of 
party. (41% want a change, in a recent Moru poll) Hmmm…it leaves one 
thinking of just how to interpret those results. Very often the national 
leaders’ debates (SEPT 8,9), do not move the needle, but sometimes 
they do create a massive shift in voter intentions. In 2015, the third 
place Trudeau had everything to gain, and he did, but this time he is 
on top, with everything to lose.
Interesting to note that in the five pandemic elections held provincially, 
all re-elected the governing party. Except one. A week ago, Tuesday 
the 17th, Nova Scotians toppled a liberal party that had ruled 8 years, 
and had one poll actually leading by over 20 percentage points when 
the election was called. Premier elect Conservative Tim Houston, a 
chartered accountant, campaigned with a laser focus on eliminating 
“chronic shortages of family doctors, nurses and long-term care beds.” 
It worked.
Some of the issues of concern, millennials, the biggest group of home 
buyers leaving their city apartments and moving to the suburbs in 
search of an affordable home, our abandoned Afghan interpreters, 
mixed vaccines not acceptable by all outside of Canada, Joe Biden no 
friend of Canada, begging Saudis for more oil, while cancelling our 
KXL pipeline to the U.S.
In this federal election, the Maru poll identified jobs, health care, 
taxes and public spending, equally, as top concerns for Canadians. 
Surprisingly, the dole out of billions of dollars the liberals are hoping 
will buy them votes, including the $500 deposit to all seniors, is not 
that prominent in this poll where “just one in ten (11%) saying the 
government’s response to the pandemic is most important to their vote.” 
Affordability has suddenly taken center stage.
This could be an election of inches, not yards, or a big surprise.
That’s what I’m Thinking.
Robert Vairo
robert@newsfirst.ca

An election win by inches, not yards.

THAT’S WHAT
              I’M THINKING
Robert Vairo

ANGRY? FRUSTRATED? ANNOYED?

You’ve got a  
place to vent

Send a letter to the editor 
and get your opinion heard 

loud and clear.

editor@newsfirst.ca
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Mandatory masks, back in 
school for all students

Quebec will require students in primary and 
secondary schools in nine regions, including 
Montreal and Laval, to wear masks at all times 
while indoors when they return to class in less 
than a week. 

Education Minister Jean-François Roberge 
announced the changes to the back-to-school 
plan in a news conference Tuesday alongside 
Isabelle Charest, the minister responsible for 
sports, and public health director Dr. Horacio 
Arruda.

The masks will make a comeback in classrooms 
across Montreal, Laval, Montérégie, Lanaudière, 
the Laurentians, Centre-du-Québec, Outaouais, 
the Eastern Townships and Mauricie.

“This is a measure that is preventive and 
prudent,” Roberge said, adding that he hopes 
the measure will be temporary.

“Our ultimate goal is to keep kids [in class] and 
avoiding closing classrooms.”

In regions where masks in class are mandatory, 
a student will not need to be sent home if they 
had a potential COVID-19 contact at school.

Across the province, masks must be worn when 
moving through school buildings and while on 
school busses.

Roberge said the delta variant and the emer-
gence of a fourth wave have thwarted the prov-
ince’s original plan to ditch masks in classes, 
which was announced earlier this month. 
Classroom bubbles were also scrapped, which 
is still the case this year. 

Parent groups and school boards have raised 
concerns about the recent spike in cases and 
the highly transmissible delta variant. And in a 
decision announced last week, post-secondary 
students also have to wear masks in class.

Rapid testing, outbreak 
protocol

Roberge says the province will also gradually 

implement the use of rapid tests in some schools 
in regions with high transmission of COVID-19 
and where the youth vaccination rate is low. 

Arruda said such tests could be useful to know 
more rapidly whether symptomatic students 
and staff have COVID-19. Tests will not be 
conducted without parental consent. 

According to Dr. Caroline Quach, a pediatric 
infectious diseases specialist and medical micro-
biologist at the Sainte-Justine children’s hospital, 
being able to differentiate between a student who 
is sick with COVID-19 or another respiratory 
virus quickly will be important this fall. 

Quach says rapid testing kits could even be 
distributed to parents so they can conduct a test 
on their child if symptoms appear, and keep them 
home from school in the case of a positive result. 

“We’re clearly in the fourth wave and our 
Achilles’ heel is really our health-care system, 
which is fragile, and so we can’t allow hospital-
ization rates to increase, whether that be adult 
or pediatric patients,” she said. 

In regions where masking in class isn’t required, 
students who had contact with a positive case 
at school will be able to continue their studies 
by wearing a mask for 10 days. They will not be 
able to participate in extracurricular activities 
during this period, however. 

Vaccination required for some 
activities

The province is also adding new rules for 
extracurricular activities, particularly for sports 
considered to be high risk.

Such as the use of a vaccination passport for 
high school students in all regions in Quebec for 
indoor sports and for those outdoors involving 
frequent, prolonged contact. 

Students will not need a vaccination passport 
to take part in sports or other activities that are 
part of the physical education program.

24 HOUR MONITORING

(514) 289-8585
Burglar • Fire • Cameras • Intercoms
20 years at your service!

ALARM SYSTEM 
INSTALLATION + 
12 MONTHS  
MONITORING!

• 1 x Alexor 9155 main alarm unit
• 1 x WT5500 wireless  
 2 way keypad
• 1 x WS4904P wireless motion  
 detector
• 2 x WS4945 wireless 
 door/window sensors

• 1 x WT4989 wireless 2 way 
 key chain remote  
 with icon display
• 1 x battery backup, 
 power supply, telephone jack
• Including 1 year monitoring

System
Includes:

$49999
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Air quality experts with the Quebec govern-
ment are giving their assurances that up to 
90,000 carbon dioxide (CO2) detectors will 
be installed in schools across the province by 
mid-December in a bid to improve the over-
all air quality in Quebec’s public education 
institutions.

The news, delivered by Deputy Education 
Minister Marc Sirois and air quality researcher 
Ali Bahloul during a press conference in 
Montreal last week, contradicted Education 
Minister Jean-François Roberge’s assertion in 
June that CO2 detectors would be installed in 
all Quebec’s public schools by fall when classes 
resume after the summer break.

Doing it correctly
Although Sirois maintained during the 

technical briefing that implementation of the 
detectors will begin in September, he added that 
the government wants to see they get installed 
effectively and correctly, hence more time is 
needed to meet the goal.

“This is a major undertaking,” said Sirois. “We 
are talking about 90,000 detectors in 4,000 loca-
tions. We wanted to do this quickly, but also to 
do it well. In 90 per cent of cases, ventilation 
is adequate.”

While saying that the government tried to do 
things as quickly as possible, he said the suppli-
ers of the detectors needed time to get into the 
schools where the detectors will be deployed. 
“We proceeded at the greatest speed we could 
while assuring quality,” Sirois said.

December deadline
While the government had planned to issue 

calls for bids on the supply of the CO2 detectors 
at the beginning of June, it was only in mid-July 
that the process got underway. Installation of 
all the detectors is expected to be finished by 
Dec. 17.

Based on testing conducted last winter, the 
education ministry insists that the quality of 
the air at most schools across the province is 
“acceptable,” although the detectors will help 

maintain it at that level or lead to improvements.

Health not an issue
Installation of up to three-quarters of the CO2 

detectors is expected to be completed by the 
middle of November, half by mid-October, and 
a quarter by mid-September. “In 90 per cent of 
cases, the ventilation is adequate,” added Sirois. 
“This is something involving comfort. So, there 
are no issues involving the health of students.”

Ali Balhoul, who is a clean air specialist 
with the Robert-Sauvé Institute of research 
for Workplace Health and Security (IRSST), 
agreed the delay installing the CO2 detectors is 
justifiable and valid, and due in part to logistics 
impacting the suppliers.

“It’s time to stop the fear campaigns,” said 
Balhoul. “In addition to improving the quality 
of the air, we will be testing it as never before.”

Current levels ‘acceptable’
The provincial government hopes to lower the 

concentration of CO2 to 1,000 parts per million 
(ppm) throughout the public school system. 
According to the government, the average level 
is currently 1,500 ppm, regarded as accept-
able and much lower than the 5,000-ppm level 
Health Canada defines as posing health risks.

Explaining how the detectors will operate, 
Sirois said they will be taking air readings every 
five minutes during every hour when classes 
are in session in the schools. As CO2 levels 
fluctuate, teachers will be able to take meas-
ures to counteract excessive levels by opening 
doorways or windows as deemed necessary.

No impact on Covid
In the meantime, health and air quality offi-

cials acknowledge that detecting the excessive 
presence of CO2 in classrooms will have no 
impact on the spread of COVID-19. Still, the 
education ministry is advising that the best 
protection against Covid in classrooms in the 
coming school year will be face masks to protect 
against airborne droplets which are the most 
common medium for Covid spread.

In addition to all this, the cost for the imple-
mentation of the CO2 detector program 
remains secret, since the CAQ government 
claims it didn’t want public information on costs 
to interfere with the call for bids.

Quebec aims to deploy 
90,000 CO2 detectors in 
schools by mid-December
Education ministry had wanted to complete task 
by autumn and back-to-school

MARTIN C. BARRY
marty@newsfirst.ca

Quebec Education Ministry deputy minister Marc Sirois insists ventilation in most schools 
is adequate, although CO2 detectors will help improve it.

5785 Ave Parkhaven, Cote St. Luc H4W 1X8 (514) 488-8203    
For info regarding documents: www.emsb.qc.ca/wagar

Improve your English or French

DAY COURSES
PROGRAMS English French Second Language

STARTING DATE Friday, August 27, 2021 Friday, August 27, 2021 

ENDING DATE Friday, January 28, 2022 Friday, January 28, 2022 

DAYS OFFERED Monday – Friday (20 hours/week) Monday – Friday (10 hours/week) 

TIME SCHEDULE 8:40 a.m. – 12:40 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Beginner 
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Intermediate 

EVENING COURSES
PROGRAMS English French Second Language

STARTING DATE Tuesday, September 7, 2021 Tuesday, September 7, 2021 

ENDING DATE Wednesday, January 26,2022 Wednesday, January 26, 2022 

DAYS OFFERED
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday  
(10.5 hours/week) 

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday  
(10.5 hours/week) 

TIME SCHEDULE 5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.   
(Beginner & Intermediate) 

INFORMATION  
FOR FALL 2021 SESSION

REGISTRATION DATES TIME

Monday, August 16, 2021 9:00 to 3:00 and 5:00 to 8:00 pm 

Tuesday, August 17, 2021 9:00 to 3:00 

Wednesday, August 18, 2021 9:00 to 3:00 and 5:00 to 8:00 pm

Thursday, August 19, 2021 9:00 to 3:00

Wednesday, September 8, 2021 9:00 to 3:00 and 5:00 to 8:00 pm

A CENTRE FOR THE COMMUNITY

PROGRAMS OFFERED 

Course Fees:  

•English Courses $100.00 (includes required book) •French Courses $85.00 (includes required book) 

Sign
up  
for 
English 
or  
French 
Classes 
today!
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Mais surtout,
votre 2e dose de vaccin.

L’effet combiné des deux doses assure  
une meilleure protection contre la COVID-19,  

pour une plus longue durée.

Assurez-vous de recevoir 
 la 2e dose de votre vaccin. 
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And above all,
a 2nd dose of vaccine.

The combined effect of two doses ensures 
longer-lasting and better protection 

against COVID-19.

Getting your 2nd dose  
of vaccine is a must.
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Mayor Fumagalli launches Quartiers Montréal party
Villeray—Saint Michel—Parc-Extension 

Mayor Giuliana Fumagalli officially launched 
her new political party, Quartiers Montréal, 
ahead of the November municipal elections. 
The borough mayor made the announcement at 
Nicolas-Tillemont Park on a sweltering Saturday 
afternoon and presented an all-female team of 
candidates vying for city councillor posts in the 
three borough districts.  

New party
According to Fumagalli, who had been serving 

as an independent since fallout with Montreal 
Mayor, Valérie Plante, a majority is needed to 
make substantive change at the borough level.

“What you want is to make sure that everybody 
that’s with you has the same vision, so we can 
actually move forward,” Fumagalli said. “This is 
what I realized that after spending so much time 
negotiating. What I needed is a majority, and the 
only way to have a majority was to create my 
own party and to have candidates run with me.”

Eyeing the majority in the five-person town 
council, Fumagalli said a fourth candidate for city 
councillor would be announced at a later date. 

Elected borough mayor in 2017 under the 
banner of Projet Montréal, Fumagalli was 
excluded from the party in 2018 following alleg-
ations of workplace harassment and an internal 
investigation. 

Campaign issues
Addressing a crowd of supporters clapping 

from the shade, Fumagalli promised that her 
new party would prioritize the interests of the 
most vulnerable. 

“We believe that the reinvestment and redistri-
bution of funds in our communities will be the 
key […] to effect real and sustainable change,” 
said Fumagalli. “Together, […], hand in hand, 
we will change things.”

Fumagalli called for more borough autonomy in 
decision-making and action to deliver accessible, 
affordable housing. 

“We will have an east-west bike path on 
Villeray,” she said. 

Fumagalli also called for a bridge over the 
Francon quarry to connect the Pie-IX and 
St-Michel. 

On policing, the mayor proposed more invest-
ment in the community and fewer officers.  

“More police no longer means more security. 
[Clearly,] we don’t share the same perspective as 
the current administration nor the opposition 
that pretends to have the answer,” she said. 

“We don’t need heavily armed police,” Fumagalli 
told Park-Extension News. “What we need are 

more resources for our communities in terms 
of community organizations. We need to start 
investing maybe in resources for mental health. 
We know that most of the calls to 911 are for 
mental health reasons. So, we don’t necessarily 
need a police officer to come. We need some-
body who knows how to deal with somebody 
in distress.”

Although pleased with the opening of the 
passageway between de Castelnau and Ogilvy, 
Fumagalli said passageways should also be 
created where Park-Extension citizens have cut 
openings in the fences along Liège Street and de 
l’Epée Avenue. 

New faces 
Leonora Indira King is the Quartiers Montréal 

candidate for the district of Park-Extension while 
the two candidates running for the respective 
districts of Villeray and Saint-Michel are

Mariem Mathlouthi—an entrepreneur with 
a finance background and the owner of Café 
Velours—and Wendy Olivier—a former special 
education teacher and founder of the tutoring 
service Collaboraktion.

King introduced herself as a community 
outreach worker fighting for affordable hous-
ing, social justice, and climate justice. Currently 
completing a doctorate in psychiatry, King said 
she has worked with non-profit organizations in 
Park-Extension like Brick by Brick and Afrique 
au Féminin. 

King said she would work to improve outreach 
and fill in the gaps between organizations provid-

ing resources to the needy. 
“Park-Ex is one of the most diverse neighbor-

hoods in Canada,” King told Park-Extension 
News. “It also, unfortunately, happens to be 
one of the poorest. There are a lot of barriers 
that many of the immigrants unfortunately are 
facing, that then prevents them from finding 
work, accessing education, accessing health care, 
day care because of their precarious immigration 
status.”

In terms of policing, King said more investment 
in alternative forms of security would create a 
safer district in which Park-Extension residents 
experiencing domestic abuse or residents with 
precarious immigration status would be more 

inclined to ask for help. 
“I think domestic violence and other kinds of 

things are very much taboo in the community,” 
said King. “They’re not going to call the police 
for help because it will just kind of expose other 
problems that they have. There’s also just so 
much distrust already in the system and in the 
police.

“What I would love to see more of is the 
creation of other types of security, like commun-
ity security [and] community surveillance,” she 
said. “There are other neighborhoods that don’t 
necessarily have the police institutionalized, but 
they have other sources of community help.”

JOE BONGIORNO
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

SS..DD
220 Jean-Talon Ouest, Montréal, Qc.  H2R 2X5
Call 514 274-1100 or 514 274-1459

Problems with pests, 
insects or rodents???

• Free Estimate 
• Written Guarantee

All kinds of insects 
and rodents

• Residential  
• Commercial  
• Industrial

EExxtteerrmmiinnaattiinngg  
SSeerrvviiccee  IInncc..

Serving 
the 

community 
for over 
50 

years
C550279
Membre of  
Canadian Association

www.sdextermination.com

Why suffer  
with infestation!infestation!

Mayor Fumagalli stands alongside her fellow Quartiers Montréal candidates. Joe Bongiorno NEWSFIRST



1
2

  •
  N

o
u
ve

lle
s 

P
a
rc

-E
x

te
n
si

o
n
 N

ew
s 

• 
27

 a
oû

t, 
20

21
 /

 A
ug

us
t 2

7,
 2

02
1

India Independence Day 
celebrated at Howard Parc 

on August 15

• Protects your graphics in its 
aluminum base

• Free padded carry case included
• High resolution full color printing, 

waterproof, sunshine proof, 
premium banner material

• Art and Graphic 
creation available  
for additional fee

Better service | Better quality | Better value
FOR YOUR MONEY

Call us at 450 978-0070
or via email  info@newsfirst.ca

33” x 81”
Only

$207

Retractable 
Banner 
with stand  

Business Cards 
Qty.1000 16pt, full colour, 2 sided

1000 Post Cards 
4”x6” full colour, 2 sided

100 Posters 
12”x 18”, 1 sided

aslow as

Only

$47
$97

2500 
Business 
Cards
$ 77
16 pt, full colour,  
2 sided

1000 Flyers 
8.5”x 11” 100lb, 2 sided

Only

$167

Only

$87
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WE BUY GOLD AND DIAMONDS

Same address since 1989
1799, boul. Curé-Labelle,  
Chomedey (North of St-Martin)

Before selling 
elsewhere,  

come see us!
Mon. to Wed. - 10am to 5:30pm

Thurs. and Fri. - 10am to 7:00pm
Saturday - 9am to noon

Sunday - Closed

- For over 38 years -

solutionrl.com
*No price by phone

450-681-1363

 We are hiring!
If you are lookίng for a permanent posίtίon wίth full benefίts, hίgher than  
average salary, a respectful workίng envίronment and addίtίonal performance 
based compensatίon, Rose Hίll Foods may be the ίdeal workplace for you! 

Located in Ville Saint-Laurent (Montreal), with nearly 40 years of continuous evolution 
since its founding in 1983, Rose Ηill Foods has become a leader in the Canadian  
food industry. 

We are currently looking for capable and energetic people to work in our  
Production and Packaging Line. 

The most valuable asset of our business is our employees! 

Want to know more? Contact:  
Vasileios Bourmpounis  
E-mail: vbourmpounis@rosehillfoods.com  
Tel.: (514) 745-1153 ext.: 245

ROSE HILL Foods lnc. 
7171 boul. Thιmens, St-Laurent, Qc. Canada H4S 2Α2 • www.rosehιllfoods.com

Tel: 514-745-1153 • SF: 800-361-3102 

What are YOU looking for?

Careers Section Classified Section

There are many reasons why you might find 
yourself looking for a new job in middle age — 
the restructuring or closure of the company you 
work for; moving to a new city; yearning for a new 
challenge. Whether you do it out of necessity or 
desire, your job search at 50 or older must be well 
planned and carefully thought out.

• You act wisely. Exploit your skills and assets. Be 
positive and remember that anything is possible. 
After all, you have a well-stocked toolbox.  

• Hone your CV. Update it; don’t forget anything 
important, but don’t tell your life story either. An 
interested employer will ask the right questions.

• You are ready to sell your skills. Experience is 
a gold mine and you are a worthy opponent for 
all the young people who apply for the same job.

Above all, keep in mind that over your career you 

have developed qualities that are highly valued by 
employers, such as diligence, maturity, confidence 
in your abilities, a sense of responsibility and a job 
well done, availability to help less experienced 
colleagues, and team-building skills. 

Believe in your chances of achieving the goals you 
have set for yourself. Of course, retirement is just 
around the corner and time is running somewhat 
short. So this is no time to mess around; you must 
act now. 

•  Get family and friends involved
•  Consult local newspapers regularly
•  Read the bulletin boards
•  Use social networks
•  Contact companies that interest you
•  Be available for any job interviews

Are you looking for a new job? Your resume 
is an asset if it’s well-

structured, but it will be a handicap if it’s just 
thrown together. When updating your CV, 
remember that the employer does not have 
time to separate the essentials from the frills, 
especially if he or she has to read dozens of 
resumes for the same job.

Power resume do’s
• Make a list of your qualifications, starting 

with the most recent. Don’t forget to mention 
any certificates for additional training. Those 
are the kind of extras that can make all the 
difference.

• Depending on your work experience, your 
resume should not exceed three pages, includ-
ing your letter of introduction, also called a 
cover letter. Make it concise and uncluttered. 

• Use action verbs in short sentences. Saying 
too much is often like saying nothing at all.

• Emphasize your strengths in a few lines, 

while leaving details for questions from the 
employer during an eventual interview.

• Provide an error-free resume. Edit it repeat-
edly and have a trusted and competent friend 
proofread it. 

Power resume don’ts
• Don’t make the mistake of believing that the 

value of a resume is proportional to its number 
of pages.

• Don’t be humble and skimp on things that 
make you look good; a lightweight resume lacks 
note of your strengths and skills.

• Don’t forget to make sure your resume is up 
to date and specifically tailored to the job you 
are applying for.

Your CV is the tool that will help you 
get your foot in the door. Give it lots of 
thought, and make sure it is done well.

The labour market is increasingly open to people 
aged 50 and older.

A new job at 50: 
more common than ever!

Is your resume an asset or 
a handicap?
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In Memoriam & Obituaries

Complexe funéraire • Funeral Complex

55 Gince, Montreal  • 514.228.1888 (Day & Night) 
 www.complexeaeterna.com

Honor and celebrate life  
in accordance to your traditions, values and customs,  

while easing your experience during the difficult moments.

Fournier, Raymond 
1939 - 2021

On August 21, 2021, passed away at the age of 82 
Mr. Raymond Fournier, husband of Mrs. Carmelle 
Gaudreault. Besides his wife, he is survived by his 
sons Jocelyn and Eric (Nathalie), his grandchildren 
Catherine, Marc-Antoine and Marie, their spouses, 
his great-grandchildren, his brothers and sisters 
Antoinette, Monique, Jules and Leo, his brothers-in-
law and sisters-in-law, nieces and nephews as well as 
several relatives and friends. 

Taggart, Barry
1943-2021

In the Royal Victoria Hospital (Glen), passed away 
August 17, 2021 Mr. Barry Taggart. He is survived by 
relatives and friends. 

Dubuc, Jacques
1951 - 2021

Passed away Aug. 18, at the age of 70, of Parkinson’s 
disease. He is survived by his spouse Serge, his sister 
Ginette (Christiane), his brother Claude (Micheline), 
nieces, nephews and friends. 

St-Martin, Guy
1940 - 2021

On August 19, 2021, at the age of 80, passed away 
Mr. Guy St-Martin, husband of Jocelyne Ménard St-
Martin. He is survived by his only son Louis (Martine), 
his 3 granddaughters Clothilde (Martin), Juliette and 
Pénélope (Alex), his brothers Michel (Diane) and 
Gérald (Diane), his sister-in-law Nicole (Jean- Pierre), 
his nephews and nieces as well as several relatives 
and friends. 

Losing a loved one can be an 
overwhelming ordeal. Nevertheless, 
the deceased’s family typically 
must oversee a variety of adminis-
trative tasks and make numerous 
decisions to organize the funeral 
service. To ensure your loved ones 
don’t have to deal with these 
burdens while grieving your pas-
sing, make the necessary after-life 
arrangements without delay.

There are two contracts you’ll need 
to sign off on: one for the funeral 
arrangements and one for the bu-
rial. 

The former specifies the services 
that will be afforded upon your 
death, which may include crema-
tion, embalming and a ceremony. 
This document also outlines the 
purchase of associated items such 
as the coffin, urn, monument and/or 
flowers.

The burial contract, on the other 
hand, has to do with the purchase 
and maintenance of your final res-

ting place. This may pertain to a ce-
metery plot, a mausoleum or a 
space in a columbarium.

Advantages
When you pre-arrange your funeral, 
you ensure that your after-life ser-
vices will unfold according to your 
personal preferences and beliefs. 
Additionally, you’ll be doing your 
loved ones a kindness by preven-
ting them from undertaking on such 
a trying task at a time when they’re 
already grieving.

Making pre-arrangements for your 
funeral also has many financial be-
nefits. For example, given that you’ll 
pay for all goods and services at 
their current price, and that no addi-
tional amounts can be charged after 
your death (even if your coffin costs 
twice as much by then), you’ll avoid 
the costs associated with inflation.

For all of the above reasons, ma-
king pre-arrangements for your fu-
neral is the wise and compassio-
nate thing to do.

Rest in peace with  
pre-arranged funeral services
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Coffee Break

HOW TO PLAY:
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once.

Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. You already have a 
few numbers to get you started. Remember: You must not repeat 
the numbers 1 through 9 in the same line, column, or 3x3 box.
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Last Issues‘ Answers

The luckiest signs this week:  
LEO, VIRGO AND LIBRA

Week of AUGUST 29 TO SEPT. 4, 2021
HOROSCOPE

ARIES
You’ll have a lot of running around to do. Whether it’s 
at work or at home, there’ll be many details to sort 
out. You might also be let in on a surprising secret. 
New friend¬ships will form spontaneously.

TAURUS
You might finally get the green light to finance a proj-
ect. You may consider star¬ting your own business 
from home with 
a fa¬mily member. Inspiration and intui¬tion will point 
you in the right direction.

GEMINI
A lot of things are happening at once, but you might 
still feel like things aren’t mo¬ving fast enough. You’ll 
have some great ideas to suggest, which will impress 
your significant other.

CANCER
Your health might hold you back a bit. How¬ever, this 
situation gives you an opportunity to pause and get a 
better perspective on your personal and professio¬nal 
future. Spi¬rituality will become a big part of your life.

LEO
Stress is ever-present, but it’s also a source of energy 
that can help you be more efficient. It’s when you find 
yourself up against a wall that you can work miracles. 
You’ll experience love at first sight, which may leave 
you confused if you’re not single.

VIRGO
At work, you’ll be handed new responsibilities that 
don’t match your skillset. Fortuna¬tely, taking on this 
challenge will be what gets you promoted. It’ll also 
help you get approval for a new and exciting project.

LIBRA
You’ll be inspired to go back to school and get a de-
gree. With this new know¬ledge, you’ll be able to build 
a better future. A romantic getaway could give your 
relationship a boost of energy.

SCORPIO
You’re in a rut at work and could do with a change. It’s 
just a matter of ma¬king a plan and taking steps to 
redirect your career path. Being bold will have a 
po¬sitive effect on you and your long-term goals.

SAGITTARIUS
It’s always easier to get along with people if you don’t 
have a personal relationship. One of your children will 
give you a hard time about the way you discipline. If 
you’re tactful, you can manage to resolve a major 
conflict.

CAPRICORN
There are many details to consider this week. At 
work, you’ll be in charge of an event that brings to-
gether a lot of people, and communication may not 
be easy. Fortuna¬tely, your patience will pay off.

AQUARIUS
Your leadership skills will be needed at the office or 
elsewhere. You might have to over¬come your fear or 
a lack of self-confidence. Afterward, you’ll be 
consi¬dered a hero, or at least your accomplish¬ment 
will be tou¬ted for a long time.

PISCES
One of your children could slow you down this week, 
and you’ll have to rush to get to an appointment on 
time. It might be the right moment to sell your home; 
there’s too much empty space now that your child¬ren 
are living on their own.

ACROSS
1. Choir singer
5. Yak
8. Detail
12. Hired thug
13. She-sheep
14. Bright star
15. Revered
17. Competed
18. Hearty soups
19. Different
20. Headache cure
25. Pale
28. Self
32. Craps cube
33. Storm winds
34. Have bills
35. Shielded
37. Blizzard stuff
38. Flower
40. Messy type
43. Trench
47. Cab
48. Device for wingtips

51. Baker’s box
52. Buddy
53. Sledder’s delight
54. Sharp pain
55. Tack on
56. Auctioneer’s word

DOWN
1. Eons
2. Did not win
3. Haul
4. Like some streets: 
hyph.
5. Sparkler
6. Astonish
7. Bunk
8. Coin
9. Work hard
10. 12/24 and 12/31
11. Manufactured
16. Curvy turn
21. Baby grand, e.g.

22. Lazes around
23. Woodwind 
instruments
24. Outs’ opposites
25. Commercials
26. Attack!
27. “____ Alibi”
29. Charged particle
30. Duo number
31. Certain evergreen
33. Toothpaste option
36. Waning
37. Metalworkers
39. “____ to a Nightingale”
40. Terminate
41.	Volcanic	fluid
42. Farm animals
44. Three musicians
45. Battery
46. Clutched
48. Fitness center
49. Owned
50. Dated




