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Ogilvy and Ogilvy and 
de Castelnau de Castelnau 

crossingcrossing
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Omicron looming 
over the holidays

The COVID-19 Testing Clinic at Parc-Extension 
CLSC has extended its hours. 
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Ogilvy/de Castelnau crossing
Long-awaited passage reopens with 

After months of confusion, frustration and 
mobilization from residents on both sides of the 
fence, the crossing at Ogilvy and de Castelnau 
was finally reopened to the public last Thursday.

Since mid-May, the footpath was closed to 
cyclists and pedestrians when a fence was 
erected by the Canadian Pacific Railway citing 
safety concerns. This blocked a crucial cross-
ing used by many Parc-Extension and Villeray 
residents, forcing them to take long and some-
times dangerous detours.

The crossing was recently rebuilt by the City 
of Montreal with new red-coloured asphalt, 
newly adapted signage and bicycle traffic calm-
ing baffles, for a total price of $509,000. 

While the path is now open, many remain 
confused about the crossing’s status and its 
seemingly unfinished state. Much of the infra-
structure promised in the plan is still missing, 
with cement bells and chains replacing perma-
nent metal bicycle baffles. 

Open but incomplete
The temporary fences that had blocked access 

to the crossing throughout its construction were 
removed on Dec. 9, finally allowing for the free 
flow of people between the two neighbourhoods 
after months of mobilization from residents. 

“Work on the Ogilvy-Parc level crossing 
was undertaken in October 2021 and is now 
completed,” read a statement by City of Montreal 
spokesperson Guillaume Rivest. “An agreement 
between the Canadian Pacific (CP) and the City 
of Montreal will be ratified shortly,” continued 
the statement, adding that the crossing will be 
officially opened by Christmas. 

The city underlined that the crossing would 
“promote mobility and ensure the safety of 
pedestrians and cyclists,” but did not say what 
specific safety measures the newly opened 
crossing provided.

When asked the same question, Canadian 
Pacific failed to respond to what these specific 
safety measures were. “CP is collaborating with 
the City of Montreal to allow public access at 
the Parc Station crossing 
while prioritizing safety,” 
said Canadian Pacific 
spokesperson Stacy 
Patenaude. 

Material still 
missing 

Although the City of 
Montreal stated that the project was now 
complete, borough Mayor Laurence Lavigne 
Lalonde said that there were still supply-chain 
issues for some of the materials needed to 

complete the level crossing. 
“What we heard recently is that there have 

been supply issues for some items, includ-
ing baffles for the bikes,” said Mayor Lavigne 
Lalonde at last months’ borough council meet-
ing. “This delayed the opening of the passage,” 
she added.

Since the meeting, the City installed tempor-
ary barriers made of cement blocks and chains 

to act as bicycle baffles to slow down cyclists 
travelling over the tracks. 

City spokesperson Hugo Bourgoin stated that 

these would be removed shortly. “The concrete 
bells have been temporarily installed at both 
approaches to the passage and will be removed 
during the installation of the bike baffles sched-
uled for this week,” said Bourgoin. 

“Bureaucratic saga” 
While most residents are happy to see the 

crossing finally reopened, many also feel the 
newly constructed infra-
structure is not worth the 
$509,000 bill, especially 
considering the state the 
level-crossing is currently 
in. 

“ The ugl iness  i s 
astounding,” said resident 
Clayton Bailey on the 
Facebook group Ouvrons 

la voie - Make way, which has amassed over 
700 members in the past few months. “Many 
months of construction and $500,000 spent on 

the passage, it is impossible to imagine a more 
sloppy, more inhuman, ill-conceived and uglier 
result,” he added.  

Another member of the citizen group, 
Christian de Massy, voiced similar criticism. 
“This story is so unreal,” said de Massy, adding 
that “it’s really funny actually, we are in an 
absurd bureaucratic saga. It defies common 
sense.” 

“It was a relief not to have to walk down to 
Jean-Talon or up through the park late at night 
to get home from Villeray,” said Genevieve 
Heistek, but adding that the new crossing is 
“shockingly ugly and doesn’t seem in any way 
“safer” than it was before.”

The construction contract was granted to 
Salvex Inc, the only bidder, in early October, 
for the price of $509,914. The city said it would 
not be holding an event to mark the official 
opening of the passage. 

1385, Boul. des Laurentides local 103,  
Vimont, Laval 514 476-4565 
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• Expert Color Matching • Factory Genuine Parts 

• Insurance Work Accepted • All Work Guaranteed  
• Import Car Specialists • Major & Minor Repairs

Centre de Collision

MATIAS BRUNET-KIRK
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“The concrete bells have been temporarily installed at both 
approaches to the passage and will be removed during the 

installation of the bike baffles scheduled for this week,”

While most residents are happy to see the crossing finally reopened, many also feel the newly constructed infrastructure is not worth 
the $509,000 bill. Photo: Matias Brunet-Kirk - NEWSFIRST
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Omicron variant is here and may stay for long

Amid growing worries over the increasing 
scope and reach of the COVID-19 and its 
Omicron variant, health authorities ahave 
started adapting both testing and vaccination 
measures to respond to a surge in cases.

This fits into a bigger trend occurring across 
the province, with 2,300 new cases detected 
on Tuesday. With case numbers increasing, 
various levels of governments are imposing new 
measures to try and stem the spread.

Provincial response
On Tuesday, Québecs’ Minister for Health 

and Social Service Christian Dubé announced 
that the growing threat of the Omicron vari-
ant forced them to put in place new health 
measures. 

“You are going to see an increase in cases in 
the coming days,” the Minister of Health warned 
Quebecers during a press briefing in Montreal 
on Tuesday. He also added that they were also 
expecting the number of hospitalizations to 
rise over the coming weeks, especially after the 
Christmas period. 

The provincial government has since reim-
posed mask mandates in the common areas 
of private seniors’ residences and has recom-
mended that employers reimpose telework 
orders to all employees who can work from 
home.  

Although the government permitted the 
maximum number of guests at Christmas gath-
erings to increase from 10 to 20 last week, they 
are now uncertain whether such measures will 
be able to go forward. As of Wednesday, these 
directives had not yet changed, but the Health 
Minister implored people to only gather if they 
are vaccinated. 

Rapid testing 
The provincial government also announced on 

Tuesday that it would be offering access to free 
at-home rapid-testing ahead of the holidays. 
The rollout will include the free distribution 
of over 10 million rapid tests at pharmacies 
throughout the province. 

As of Monday, people will have access to up 
to five free tests a month per person. These will 
be distributed at 1,900 participating pharmacies 
across the province to help deal with projected 
growth in the Omicron variant.

Health Minister Dubé has so far indicated that 
they had only detected a “limited number” of 
cases of the new Omicron variant in the prov-
ince. “However, experts say the situation is likely 

being underestimated,” said Dubé. “What we 
know is that experts agree this variant is a lot 
more transmissible than delta. It travels faster 
and hits more often,” he added.

MATIAS BRUNET-KIRK
matias@newsfirst.ca

The borough of Villeray–Saint-Michel–Parc-Extension has seen a steady rise in detected 
cases over the past few weeks. Source: Direction Régionale de Santé Publique de Montréal 
The borough of Villeray–Saint-Michel–Parc-Extension has seen a steady rise in detected 
cases over the past few weeks. Source: Direction Régionale de Santé Publique de Montréal 

On Tuesday, Québecs’ Minister for 
Health and Social Service Christian Dubé 
announced that the growing threat of 
the Omicron variant forced them to put 
in place new health measures. Photo: 
Christian Dubé via Facebook
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It never ceases to amaze me how governments consistently bungle 
projects that they were elected and well paid to manage profes-
sionally and effectively. And so it’s refreshing to be able to write 

about the optimism that’s emanating from our west coast. It was a 
horrific scene of floods and destruction. It is Canada’s worst disaster.

The BC government, corporations and ordinary folk have reacted with 
swiftness, courage and determination to this horrible and catastrophic 
blow dealt by Mother Nature. And they are getting it done.

Trans Mountain and Enbridge, that transport gasoline and natural gas 
from Alberta to most of British Columbians, quickly stopped the flow for 
precautionary reasons when the rains came (the floods unearthed the 
pipelines, leaving them exposed or underwater). The BC government, 
foes in court with these same pipeline companies, actually praised and 
thanked the corporations. 

B.C. acted swiftly in declaring a Provincial State of Emergency to 
mitigate impacts on transportation networks and movement of essential 
goods and supplies. It also allowed various government departments 
to order repairs and reconstruction done immediately, and disburse 
money in days, which would otherwise have taken months. Victims 
received an immediate two thousand dollars, a small but well received 
amount, with more to follow. There was swift and efficient prioritizing 
and organization. Emergency services went to work literally within 
hours to assess damage, block roads because of highway wash outs, 
snapped bridges, and mudslides obstructing routes. They rerouted 
traffic, closed some roads, and arranged for single lane traffic to allow 
only emergency and essential vehicles. 

The unsung heroes are the farmers affected. Even though some had 
lost cattle, chickens, hogs, and homes, they didn’t immediately seek 
shelter but helped neighbours move their livestock first. There are 
some unbelievable human stories. School kids with fund raisers, Telus 
$1 million, Stormtech Performance Apparel $600,000 in new clothes, 
and the list goes on of corporate and private help and donations.

The government ordinance gave powers to their Public Safety Minister 
Mike Farnworth to freeze gasoline prices that were in effect ten days 
earlier. Retailers were served with hefty fines for gouging. There was 
none reported.

British Columbians were told to drive only if necessary, and resume 
working from home. Fill up was limited to 30 liters at a time except for 
emergency and essential vehicles, to preserve what gasoline remained 
There were some cheaters, as there always are, but most abided. 

The main transportation highway, the 600 km Coquihalla, the shortest 
route from Edmonton to Vancouver was scheduled to reopen only at the 

end of January. Because of the voluminous machinery and manpower 
dispatched, and the Canadian Armed Forces, some crews working 
under lights around the clock, ‘the Coq’, (pronounced ‘coke’) as it’s called 
there, is expected to be back in business some time after Christmas.

There is anger too. The Americans have done little to mitigate flood 
waters from Washington state from spilling into Canada. The U.S. 
Nooksack River, is a powerful contributor to floods in Abbotsford BC. 
There are grounds for a law suit.

What is also in Canadians’ conversation coast to coast, is COVID-19 
infections on the rise, and Omicron expected to quadruple daily case 
counts. Even at this late stage there is no accountability by the Legault 
government for “10 times the number of deaths in care homes more 
than anywhere else in Canada”.

The center stage chatter has to be the stratospheric rise in the cost of 
everything.  We are all noticing because the surge in prices is affecting 
what we need and buy daily, like food, energy and housing. Inflation 
in Canada will likely be over 5% this month, it was approaching 7% 
in the U.S. 

Yes, inflation is world wide, but it has domestic roots. And what is 
astounding is our liberal government’s inability and unwillingness to 
address grocery store prices, while continuing to plan more record 
spending. 

And this continuous spending has resulted in a warning from the 
National Bank’s chief economist Stéfane Marion. “We are bleeding 
capital”. With no new projects allowed, private investment in Canada has 
slowed since 2015. There is investment in residential real estate though. 
It now exceeds investment in all the other sectors of the economy for 
the first time since 1961. That’s not a good economic indicator. Not even 
Canadian pension funds are investing in Canada. 130 billion dollars 
have left this country that otherwise would have funded expansion, 
more employment, especially for the record increase to 400 thousand 
immigrants now allowed into Canada, one of the highest per capita 
rates of permanent immigration in the world. Says Marion ““Clearly 
we are not doing well when our own domestic pension funds prefer to 
invest heavily abroad rather than in Canada.”

It’s true, the pandemic has dampened toy drives, visits with mall 
Santas, and annual Christmas parades, but that should not prevent us 
from enjoying safe, festive, family gatherings. 

Hope you had a great Hanukkah, and have a very Merry Christmas.

That’s what I’m Thinking.
Robert Vairo

robert@newsfirst.ca

Praise for Government, Crazy Grocery Prices, Christmas.

THAT’S WHAT
              I’M THINKING
Robert Vairo

ANGRY? FRUSTRATED? ANNOYED?

You’ve got a place to vent
Send a letter to the editor and get your 

opinion heard loud and clear.
editor@newsfirst.ca
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Bill 21 at centre of controversy 
again at National Assembly
Politicians react to story broken by The Low Down

Quebec’s religious symbols ban, Bill 21, was at the 
centre of controversy once again as the National 
Assembly wrapped up its fall session last week. 

As first reported by The Low Down to Hull and 
Back News, in a story that garnered national atten-
tion, a grade three teacher in Chelsea, Quebec was 
removed from her classroom and reassigned other 
duties because she wears a hijab.

Premier François Legault said the Western Quebec 
School Board should never have hired teacher 
Fatemeh Anvari. “I want to remind everybody that 
Bill 21 became a law in June 2019. It was voted 
democratically by the National Assembly.”

He added the secularism law, which prohibits 
public employees in positions of authority, includ-
ing teachers, from wearing religious symbols while 
at work, is “reasonable” and “balanced.”

The Parti Québécois agreed with the premier. 
“We’re in a democracy…. When a law is enacted, 
it applies,” said leader Paul St-Pierre Plamondon.

However, the other opposition parties said there’s 
nothing simple about firing a teacher, especially 
when Quebec is facing an acute labour shortage. 
“Fundamentally, we don’t think it’s right,” said 
Liberal Leader Dominique Anglade. 

“It’s very sad. We cannot afford in Quebec to 
lose teachers,” added Gabriel Nadeau-Dubois, 
co-spokesperson for Québec Solidaire.

End of session and Christmas 
greetings

The party leaders expressed their views as part 
of their year-end press conferences Thursday and 
Friday in Quebec City. As is the custom, the leaders 
exchanged Christmas greetings to one another and 
a few light-hearted jokes.

Anglade presented the other leaders with 
Christmas gifts, including a toy backhoe for the 
premier, needling him over his controversial plans 
to build a $10 billion tunnel between Quebec City 
and Lévis. “I took the time myself – myself - to 
paint it green so he could say it’s carbon neutral,” 
she said to laughter in the house.

During his speech, Legault was also good-natured, 
noting that: “Despite all the tough debates that we 
can have here, I think that I want to say a big thank 
you to all the MNAs for the work that has been 
done during the pandemic.

“It’s been more than 21 months that we have 
been trying, each one of us, in our riding offices 
to reassure citizens, to face, in certain cases, major 
frustrations.”

It was a rare moment of levity and cordiality in 

the National Assembly, where debate has become 
increasingly tense in recent weeks. Legault admitted 
he has a short temper when he feels provoked by 
the opposition.

When a 65-year-old man died earlier this month 
after the emergency room was closed in his town 
due to staff shortages, Anglade accused the premier 
of being personally responsible.

“I’m strong, but it’s tough to hear things like that,” 
the premier admitted with a heavy sigh.

Anglade also revealed how the pandemic has been 
taking its toll. She broke down in tears in front 
of reporters while talking about people who lost 
their lives in the province’s long-term care homes 
during the first wave. “I know what it’s like to lose 
somebody you love in a terrible situation,” she said, 
referring to her own parents’ deaths in the 2010 
Haiti earthquake.

Reading the final report about what happened 
to them gave her closure, Anglade said. “It’s not 
necessarily something you really want to find out. 
But when you do find out, you’re capable of moving 
on,” she said.

Next year’s election
While leaders called for a more respectful tone, 

next year’s election is only 10 months away and they 
hinted at the type of campaign rhetoric to come.

The Liberal leader said she doesn’t believe 
recent polls that show the CAQ could win close 
to 100 seats, including more seats on the island 
of Montreal.

“Next year, there is going to be a clear choice that 
Quebecers are going to have: they’re going to have 
a choice between a government that is paternalistic, 
that doesn’t anticipate, that doesn’t have a vision 
for society, versus a government that is progressive, 
inclusive, federalist and that has a vision for the 
future,” she said.

“I think what ordinary people want is affordable 
rent. They want accessible mental health care… and 
they want us to deal with climate change. So, when 
we ask those questions, François Legault reacts, he 
loses control, because we are putting the finger on 
his contradictions,” said Nadeau-Dubois.

The PQ leader currently does not have a seat at 
the National Assembly but said he doesn’t feel left 
out of the debate.

“We will jump into 2022 on the right topics and 
with people that deserve the trust of the popula-
tion,” said St-Pierre Plamondon.

The former lawyer still struggles with name recog-
nition but said he won’t drop one of his surnames 
to make it easier to say. “I don’t think I could come 
to Christmas this year saying: Mom, I just deleted 
your name,” he said. “So, we’ll stay with PSPP.”

Raquel Fletcher is Global News’ National 
Assembly Reporter

#NewsMatters:
The National Assembly Report

  By Raquel Fletcher
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What makes immigrants 
feel most at home?
New study finds that integration is most 
successful when basic needs are met

A study recently conducted by l’Université du 
Québec à Montréal (UQAM) in Parc-Extension 
found that for many recently-arrived immi-
grants the most important factor in feeling like 
they are part of their host society is having their 
basic needs met.

Authored by university researcher in applied 
ethics and communications Yanick Farmer, 
the study was based on the results of inter-
views conducted with a total of 40 men and 
women of largely South Asian origin who live 
in Parc-Extension. 

“This community, whose numbers are grow-
ing, remains one of the most misunderstood 
by Quebecers,” wrote the study’s author in an 
article in The Conversation. 

Published in the academic journal New 
Diversities, the study posits that hot-button 
topics about values and identity politics, often 
brought up by activists and media, are not as 
important to immigrant integration as having 
everyday basic needs met.

Three key factors
The study outlines a number of factors that 

can foster a better sense of belonging in recent 
immigrants, but three are deemed crucial. The 
first factor is the quality of interpersonal rela-
tionships people find in their new homes.

“By this, we mean relationships with close 
friends, family, neighbours or colleagues, but 
also the social interactions of everyday life,” 
wrote Farmer.

He specified that many residents in Parc-
Extension feel fulfilled in this aspect, adding 
that “many South Asians expressed delight in 
the friendliness of people in their neighbour-
hoods, and in Québec and Canadian societies 
in general.” 

Safety and infrastructure
The second factor that was found to be crucial 

in creating a sense of attachment to place among 
immigrants was the feeling of safety in the 
communities they moved into. 

Farmer notes that this is most often related to 
low crime rates in people’s communities and 
to the feeling that they can move around their 
areas without transgression. “This factor was 
crucial for the women we interviewed, but men 

also attached great 
importance to it,” 
wrote the researcher.

The data demon-
strated that the third 
most important 
factor was access to 
quality urban infra-
structure, including 
roads, public trans-
port, leisure facilities, 
parks and libraries. “This factor was considered 
to be as important as safety,” remarked Farmer.

Basic needs 
These results may come as a surprise to many, 

as the study also shows that highly sensitive 
topics about values and identity often come 
secondary in the process of creating a sense of 
belonging for immigrants. 

“  Respondents didn’t consider other factors 
to be important, even if they are regularly the 
subject of lively public debates on the issues of 
immigration and living together,” wrote Farmer, 
using the controversial Bill 21 as an example.

“The issue of secularism and the law banning 
some public sector workers from wearing reli-
gious symbols virtually flew under the radar 
of the community,” continued Farmer, adding 
that only one respondent in the whole group, 
a “self-described activist,” said it could affect 
their sense of belonging. 

According to Farmer, this was a completely 
logical finding. “A place becomes attractive, not 
least of all because of the concrete needs that 
can be met there,” he said. 

Listening to communities
“Theoretical debates about laws or models of 

immigrant integration are far removed from the 
basic needs of most people,” he added, explain-
ing that “these rather abstract issues are of much 
more interest to politicians, intellectuals or 
activists than they are to ordinary people.

Farmer added that this showed how what is 
portrayed publicly and in the media can some-
times be far removed from the realities lived in 
immigrant neighbourhoods. Although these 
issues are important they are rarely the number 
one priority for many people.

“This observation should encourage those who 
wish to have access to an accurate portrait of 
current social issues to diversify their credible 
sources of information in order to develop an 
informed citizen’s point of view,” concluded 
Farmer.

The study outlines that among others, equal access to quality 
public infrastructure is a factor that fosters a more complete sense 
of belonging. Photo: Matias Brunet-Kirk - NEWSFIRST

MATIAS BRUNET-KIRK
matias@newsfirst.ca

Yanick Farmer
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Passage à niveau 
Ogilvy/de Castelnau
Le passage tant attendu finalement rouvert

Après des mois de confusion, de frustration 
et de mobilisation des résidents des deux côtés 
de la clôture, le passage à niveau à Ogilvy et de 
Castelnau a finalement été rouvert au public 
jeudi dernier.

Le passage était fermé depuis la mi-mai, lors-
qu’une clôture avait été érigée par le chemin de 
fer Canadien Pacifique en citant des raisons 
de sécurité. Cette clôture bloquait un passage 
indispensable pour de nombreux résidents de 
Parc-Extension et de Villeray, les obligeant alors 
à prendre de longs et parfois dangereux détours.

Le passage à niveau a récemment été recons-
truit par la Ville de Montréal avec un nouvel 
asphalte de couleur rouge, une signalisation 
nouvellement adaptée et des chicanes de ralen-
tissement pour les bicyclettes, pour un prix 
total de 509 000 $. 

Bien que le chemin soit maintenant ouvert, 
beaucoup de gens restent perplexes quant 
au statut du passage à niveau et à son état 
apparemment inachevé. Une grande partie 
de l’infrastructure promise dans le plan est 
toujours absente, avec des cloches en ciment 
et des chaînes remplaçant les chicanes à vélos 
en métal. 

Ouvert, mais incomplet
Les clôtures temporaires qui avaient bloqué 

l’accès au passage à niveau au cours de sa 
construction ont été retirées le 9 décembre, 
permettant enfin la libre circulation des 
personnes entre les deux quartiers après des 
mois de mobilisation des résidents. 

« Des travaux sur le passage à niveau Ogilvy-
Parc ont été entrepris en octobre 2021 et sont 
désormais terminées », peut-on lire dans un 
communiqué du porte-parole de la Ville de 
Montréal, Guillaume Rivest. « Une entente 
entre le Canadian Pacific (CP) et la Ville de 
Montréal sera entérinée sous peu », a poursuit 
M. Rivest, ajoutant que le passage à niveau sera 
officiellement ouvert d’ici Noël. 

La ville a souligné que le passage à niveau va 
« favoriser la mobilité et assurer la sécurité des 
piétons et des cyclistes », mais n’a pas précisé 
quelles étaient les mesures de sécurité addition-
nelles que le nouveau passage à niveau offrait.

Le Canadien Pacifique n’a quant à eux pas 
répondu à la même question sur ces mesures 
de sécurité. « Le CP collabore avec la Ville de 
Montréal pour permettre l’accès du public au 
passage à niveau de la gare du Parc tout en 
accordant la priorité à la sécurité », a déclaré 
Stacy Patenaude, porte-parole du Canadien 
Pacifique. 

Matériel toujours manquant 
Bien que la Ville de Montréal ait déclaré que 

le projet était maintenant terminé, la mairesse 
de l’arrondissement Laurence Lavigne Lalonde 
a dit qu’il y avait encore quelques problèmes 
d’approvisionnement à régler, notamment 
pour certains matériaux clés à l’achèvement 
du passage à niveau. 

« Ce qu’on nous a mentionné récemment c’est 
qu’il y a eu des enjeux d’approvisionnement 
pour certains éléments, dont les chicanes pour 
les vélos », a déclaré la mairesse Lavigne Lalonde 
lors de la réunion du conseil d’arrondissement 
du mois dernier. « Ce qui retarde l’ouverture 
du passage », a-t-elle ajouté.

La Ville a depuis installé des barrières tempo-

raires faites de cloches de ciment et de chaînes 
pour servir de chicanes à vélo. Ceux-ci servent 
à ralentir les cyclistes qui s’apprêtent à traverser 
la voie ferrée. 

Porte-parole pour la ville, Hugo Bourgoin a 
déclaré que celles-ci seraient retirées sous peu. 
« Les cloches de béton ont été installées tempo-
rairement aux deux approches du passage et 
seront retirées lors de l’installation des chicanes 
vélo prévu cette semaine », a noté Bourgoin. 

« Saga bureaucratique »
Malgré que la plupart des résidents sont 

heureux de voir le passage à niveau enfin 
rouvert, beaucoup estiment que les nouvelles 
infrastructures construites n’en valent pas la 
facture de 509 000 $, surtout considérant l’état 
dans lequel se trouve actuellement le passage 
à niveau. 

« La laideur de ce projet est stupéfiante », a 
déclaré Clayton Bailey sur le groupe Facebook 
Ouvrons la voie - Make way, qui a rassemblé 
plus de 700 membres au cours des derniers 
mois. « De nombreux mois de construction et 
500 000 $ auraient été dépensés pour le passage. 
Il est impossible d’imaginer un résultat plus 
paresseux, bâclé, inhumain et mal conçu », 
a-t-il ajouté.  

Un autre membre du groupe de citoyens, 
Christian de Massy, a émis des critiques simi-
laires. « Tellement irréel cette histoire », a 
déclaré M. de Massy, ajoutant que « c’en est 
vraiment drôle en fait. On est comme dans une 
saga bureaucratique absurde au dernier degré, 
ça défie le sens commun en fait ».

«Ce fut un soulagement de ne pas avoir à 
marcher jusqu’à Jean-Talon ou à traverser le 
parc tard dans la nuit pour rentrer à Villeray », a 
déclaré la résidente Geneviève Heistek, ajoutant 
que le nouveau passage était « horriblement laid 
et ne semble pas plus sécuritaire 

qu’avant ».  
Le contrat de construction a été accordé à 

Salvex Inc, le seul soumissionnaire, en début 
octobre, pour le prix de 509 914 $. La ville a 
déclaré qu’elle n’organiserait pas d’événement 
pour marquer l’ouverture officielle du passage. 
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On a tous de bonnes 
questions sur le vaccin

Obtenez toutes les réponses  
à vos questions sur le vaccin à 

Le vaccin, un moyen de nous protéger.

Québec.ca/vaccinJEUNE

Le vaccin utilisé pour 
les enfants de moins 
de 12 ans contient une 
plus petite quantité 
d’ARN messager, car 
le système immunitaire 
des enfants répond mieux 
que celui des adultes. 
Et bien que la dose soit 
plus petite, le vaccin est 
tout aussi efficace que 
chez les adultes.

Est-ce que le vaccin 
contre la COVID-19  
est le même pour les  
enfants et les adultes ?

MATIAS BRUNET-KIRK
matias@newsfirst.ca

Des cloches en ciment et des chaînes 
remplaçant présentment les chicanes à 
vélos en métal. 
Photo: Matias Brunet-Kirk - NEWSFIRST
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Place your order today !

$207ea
Fast Delivery!
Volume pricing
available

RETRACTABLE BANNERS

Call us for more information  450.978.9999
Communications - Promotions - Marketing

The lightweight pull up banner comes with a lightweight swivel foot unit, 
3 piece interlocking pole, carrying bag and a 1 sided 33”x79” vinyl banner installed.

Taxes extra. Prices are for PDF files. Format based on specifications. 
Graphic design not included but very affordable.
Minimum order $100. Delivery charges may apply.

According to a 2020 report, 86% of global data breaches are 
financially motivated. Now more than ever, individuals and 
businesses must proactively maintain their cybersecurity because 
the cost of a cyberattack can run well into the millions — a price 
few are able or willing to pay.
Cybersecurity vulnerabilities

Businesses large and small should be aware of the top 10 cyber-
security vulnerabilities and take steps to protect themselves from 
the high cost of a data breach.

The rise of cybercrime
Cybercrime is expensive. The average cost of a data breach is 

$3.86 million, with the global annual cost of cybercrime estimated 
to reach $6 trillion by 2021. Phishing attacks, for example, steal 
a jaw-dropping $17,700 per minute.

Hackers use a variety of techniques, but trends are revealing 
which tactics they prefer. Six out of 10 breaches involve vulner-
abilities for which a patch was created but not applied, while 
45% of reported breaches involve hacking and 94% of malware 
is delivered by email.

In the first half of 2019, attacks on internet of things (IoT) 
devices tripled and fileless attacks increased by 265%.

Organizations of all sizes are being affected by data breaches, 
with 63% of companies saying their data may have been 
compromised by a hardware-level security breach within the 
past 12 months. Some 40% of information technology (IT) leaders 
say cybersecurity positions are the most difficult to fill.

Top 10 cybersecurity vulnerabilities
Businesses should be aware of the most common cybersecurity 

vulnerabilities; these include legacy software, default configura-
tion, lack of encryption, remote access policies (backdoor access), 
gaps in policies and procedures, lack of network segmentation, 
unpatched security weaknesses, unprotected web applications, 
unrestricted user account access, and unknown programming 
bugs.

Common types of cyberattacks
Though cybercrime methods and techniques continue to 

grow in sophistication, hackers still use seven basic types of 
cyberattacks.

7 types of cyberattacks
During a malware attack, a hacker sends a dangerous link or 

email attachment that, when clicked, installs software that can 
block access to key network components, install malware or 
other types of destructive software, access the hard drive to 
transmit and collect data, and disrupt components to make the 
system inoperable.

A phishing attack involves sending communication, usually 
through email, that impersonates a reputable source. The goals 
of this attack may be to steal sensitive data, such as login infor-
mation and credit card details, and to install malware.

A man-in-the-middle (MitM) attack occurs when a hacker 
infiltrates a two-party transaction with the intent to filter and 
steal data. Common entry points for this type of attack include 
unsecure public Wi-Fi and software installed on a victim’s device.

During a denial-of-service attack, a bad actor floods servers, 
systems, or networks with traffic to clog bandwidth and cripple 
the system. This type of attack may use multiple compromised 
devices in a distributed-denial-of-service (DDoS) attack.

An SQL injection involves inserting malicious code into a 
server using structured query language (SQL) to force the server 
to reveal sensitive information. The cybercriminal may enter 
malicious code into a website search box to carry out this type 
of attack.

A zero-day exploit attack involves targeting a disclosed 
vulnerability before a solution or patch has been implemented. 
Organizations that fail to act quickly may find themselves the 
target of this type of attack.

DNS tunneling occurs when a bad actor sends HTTP and 
other protocol traffic over the domain name system (DNS) to 
mask outbound traffic as DNS and hide data that is typically 
shared through a secure internet connection; acquire data from 
a compromised system; and send commands to a compromised 
system and obtain information.

5 emerging cybersecurity threats
Deepfakes and deepfake voice technology use artificial intelli-

gence technology to create an image, video, or sound that appears 
real. The dangers of this threat include incriminating individuals 
of actions or statements they have not made.

A similar cybersecurity threat is the mixing of real and fabri-
cated credentials to create a synthetic identity. For example, the 
identity may have a legitimate physical address but a birthdate 
and Social Security number unassociated with the address.

AI-powered cyberattacks use artificial intelligence to create 
programs that mimic human behavior.

When successful, this type of attack can trick individuals into 
disclosing personal or financial information.

Vehicle cyberattacks may involve accessing vehicles to steal 
personal data, track an individual’s location, obtain driving 
histories, or take over or disable safety functions.

Cybercriminals may also engage in cloud jacking by infiltrating 
systems and programs of businesses that use cloud storage to 
use these resources for cryptocurrency mining.

Tips for protecting yourself  
from cyberattacks

Individuals and organizations can take simple steps to prevent 
data breaches and keep their information secure.

5 cybersecurity tips for individuals
The first and most basic step in maintaining cybersecurity is to 

create a unique and original password for each account. Users 
should also remember to update passwords every three months.

Keeping up with software updates is important, as cybercrimin-
als often target known flaws in software to access a user’s system.

Cybercriminals may comb through social media posts in search 
of information commonly used in security questions, such as 
a pet’s name or mother’s maiden name. To combat this risk, 
social media users should set their account to private or avoid 
revealing sensitive information in posts.

A virtual private network (VPN) is a great way to protect sensi-
tive data, especially when accessing a public Wi-Fi network. A 
VPN encrypts all information transmitted by your device and 
helps prevent many types of cyberattacks.

And finally, teachers and parents should educate children about 
proper internet usage. Children and teens should know what 
the rules and guidelines are for surfing the internet and using 
social media.

5 cybersecurity tips for organizations
To protect business data, it’s important to secure hardware, 

back up and encrypt data, invest in cybersecurity insurance, 
promote a security-focused culture, and use robust cybersecurity 
software. Taking these steps will help reduce risk and keep the 
business operating without interruption.

Reducing risk
Prevention is the key to reducing the risk of a data breach. By 

investing in cybersecurity software, using a VPN, and being aware 
of common attack methods, individuals and organizations can 
deter hackers and keep their data private.

How to Prevent Cyberattacks:  
Top Ways to Protect Yourself
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save
$1,200

NEW!THURSDAY ONLY!  

10AM to 7PM  
Baskets can now be 

purchased in store!

FRUITS ET LÉGUMES

              (514) 473-4591
 3151-B  boul. DAGENAIS OUEST

(near Curé-Labelle) Laval, Québec  H7P 1T8

panierdufermier.ca  |  panierdufermier@gmail.com

Our weekly 
customers

up to

Ordering is as easy as 1,2,3
1

2

3

Place your orders online or by  
phone before 9pm on Thursday.

or place your order on  
Facebook ($5. for delivery)

Pick up your baskets on 
Friday or Saturday

Fruits and Vegetables
16 to 20 Varieties

A value of$60+at the supermarketYou pay only $35

Read what people are saying about us:
www.facebook.com/PanierDuFermier/

We now 

deliver to your 

home!
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SAINT-MARTIN

X O

WE BUY GOLD AND DIAMONDS

Same address since 1989
1799, boul. Curé-Labelle,  
Chomedey (North of St-Martin)

Before selling 
elsewhere,  

come see us!
Mon. to Wed. - 10am to 5:30pm

Thurs. and Fri. - 10am to 7:00pm
Saturday - 9am to noon

Sunday - Closed

- For over 38 years -

solutionrl.com
*No price by phone

450-681-1363

 We are hiring!
If you are lookίng for a permanent posίtίon wίth full benefίts, hίgher than  
average salary, a respectful workίng envίronment and addίtίonal performance 
based compensatίon, Rose Hίll Foods may be the ίdeal workplace for you! 

Located in Ville Saint-Laurent (Montreal), with nearly 40 years of continuous evolution 
since its founding in 1983, Rose Ηill Foods has become a leader in the Canadian  
food industry. 

We are currently looking for capable and energetic people to work in our  
Production and Packaging Line. 

The most valuable asset of our business is our employees! 

Want to know more? Contact:  
Vasileios Bourmpounis  
E-mail: vbourmpounis@rosehillfoods.com  
Tel.: (514) 745-1153 ext.: 245

ROSE HILL Foods lnc. 
7171 boul. Thιmens, St-Laurent, Qc. Canada H4S 2Α2 • www.rosehιllfoods.com

Tel: 514-745-1153 • SF: 800-361-3102 
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In Memoriam & Obituaries

Complexe funéraire • Funeral Complex

55 Gince, Montreal  • 514.228.1888 (Day & Night) 
 www.complexeaeterna.com

Honor and celebrate life  
in accordance to your traditions, values and customs,  

while easing your experience during the difficult moments.

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing 
of Francesco (‘Ciccino’) Innamorato, who passed 
away too early on December 12, at the age of 88.
Husband of Maria Mezzagno. Father of Pina 
(Steve Zampini) and Dominique (Mario Fiorino). 
Grandfather of Melissa (Alex), Sabrina (Christopher), 
Tiffany (Marc) and Gabriella (Marco). He is survived 
by his sister Maria and sisters-in-law, brother-in-law, 
nieces and nephews.

BOUCHER Laurie 
1975 - 2021
In Montreal, on December 6, 2021, at the age of 
46, passed away Mrs. Laurie Boucher, daughter 
of Réjeanne Santerre and Omer Boucher. Besides 
her parents, she is survived by her brother Paul, her 
cousins, aunts and uncles as well as many relatives 
and friends.

FABLE Clother
1947 - 2021
In Montreal, on December 8, at the age of 74, passed away 
Mr. Clother Fable, husband of Mrs. Yvrose Vancol.
Besides his wife, he is survived by his children Sabine, 
Réginald, Jennifer, Fabiola (Grégory Souvenir) and Mélissa, 
his grandchildren Maëly and Mayson.
He also leaves his brothers, sisters, brothers-in-law, sisters-in-
law, nephews, nieces as well as several relatives and friends.

CRAWFORD Georgie Alice 
1934 - 2021
It is with sadness that we announce the peaceful 
passing of Georgie Crawford on December 13, 2021 at 
the Lakeshore Hospital. She will be fondly remembered 
by her sisters-in-law Janice Crawford and Marilyn 
Crawford, cherished cousins, nieces and nephews in 
Ottawa and New Brunswick, devoted friends Marilyn 
Gollan and Beverly Morris, “surrogate daughters” 
Patricia Abbott and Erica Phare-Bergh as well by many 
friends and colleagues. 

While it’s true that thinking about prear-
ranged funerals isn’t the happiest of jobs, it’s 
certainly an essential one. Not only does it 
enable you to discuss your wishes with your 
family, but you also find out if your plans 
meet their needs and expectations. Just 
remember that when the time comes, they’ll 
need some kind of ceremony to help them 
begin the grieving process.

A funeral organized at the last minute (the 
type of service, how much it should cost, etc.) 
can become a source of conflict for bereaved 
family members at a time when they need 
to rely on each other more than ever. By pre-
arranging your funeral service, (called a “pre-
planned funeral”), you save your loved ones 
from having to make those tough decisions 
at a difficult time. 

You also give yourself peace of mind, since 
you’re making sure your wishes are respected  
and that the ceremony is personalized. 
However, try not to leave overly detailed 
instructions;  

give some leeway to your loved ones so they 
have the possibility of getting involved in the  
organization of the funeral and expressing 
their feelings.

Do you believe that a prearranged funeral is 
unnecessary because your wishes are already 
set out in your will? Don’t forget that a will is 
often read after the funeral. That means your 
family may not be in a position to receive 
your instructions about the ceremony 
before it takes place. 

It’s important that you prearrange your 
funeral services, not just for you but for your 
loved ones as well. Maybe now is a good 
time to think about it.

Have you prearranged your funeral?

INNAMORATO Francesco
1933- 2021
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Coffee Break

HOW TO PLAY:
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once.

Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. You already have a 
few numbers to get you started. Remember: You must not repeat 
the numbers 1 through 9 in the same line, column, or 3x3 box.
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Last Issues‘ Answers

The luckiest signs this week:  
GEMINI, CANCER AND LEO

Week of DECEMBER 12 TO 18, 2021
HOROSCOPE

ARIES
You’ll regain your vitality as the shor test day of the 
year approaches. You’ll think up plenty of ways to 
break up your routine. You might even be able to ar
range a short trip somewhere.

TAURUS
You want to live in harmony with the world. To do so, it 
may help to avoid checking the news or social media 
for a while, and instead let yourself be transported to a 
better world with a good book or TV show.

GEMINI
Your presence will be required to keep several people 
on task. You might also need to be in the middle of a 
crowd, which will make you un com fortable. Cleaning 
up your social cir cle could be in order.

CANCER
You’ll find yourself doing all the plan ning for the holi
days. At work, time is in short supply, and there are 
nume rous tasks to complete before the end of the 
year. Some friendships will re quire a lot more energy 
than others.

LEO
You’ll want to trade the brutal winter weather for the 
feeling of warm sand beneath your feet and hot sun on 
your skin. Perhaps you’ll have the op portunity to dis
cover a new approach to spirituality, such as by going 
on a pilgrimage. 

VIRGO
You’re sensitive, so it won’t take much to get the water
works going. Change is needed to regain your zest for 
life. A few celebrations will bring that smile back to 
your face, so don’t re fuse any invitations.

LIBRA
You can’t please everyone, despite your best efforts 
and any compro mises you make. You’ll have to weigh 
the pros and cons, and you may need to roll out the red 
carpet in a few cases, at work or elsewhere.

SCORPIO
You’ll be efficient when it comes to fulfilling all your 
obligations, both at work and at home. You’ll be meti
cu lous, which will ensure that your home is perfectly 
decorated for the holidays.

SAGITTARIUS
You’ll be placed on a pedestal after ha  ving achieved 
something heroic and remarkable. You might get in
volved in volunteer work, which could be what garners 
you rewards and recognition.

CAPRICORN
You might have to change your holiday plans at the 
last minute. You may also need to rethink your decora
tions at home. A family member will require a bit of 
extra attention.

AQUARIUS
You might buy yourself a new car as a Christmas pres
ent. You have a lot of errands to run and shopping to 
get done. There will be a many small details to con
sider.

PISCES
You’ll spoil yourself and the whole fa mily for the holi
days. There could also be a problem when it comes 
time to pay your bills. In your love life, you’ll find your
self in need of af fection and pampering from your 
partner.

ACROSS
1. Epic
5. Fellow
9. Carpenter’s tool
12. Milky gem
13. Wallet items
14. Hawaiian gift
15. Valley
16. Minerals
17. Sun-bronzed
18. Monsters
20. Cover with cement
21. Gives
24. More achy
25. Provoke
26.	Armed	conflict
28. Gruesome
30. Treatment
34. Imitated a serpent
36. Anguish
37. Bricklayer
40. Baby birds of prey

42. Choir voice
43. Artist’s stand
44. Infant’s sound
45. Angel’s headdress
46. Remotely
50. Country hotel
51. Constant
52. Burrowing animal
53. So-so grade
54. Joins
55. Fired

DOWN
1. Lay turf
2. Act like
3. Maiden
4. Deal out
5. Entrances
6. Turmoil
7. Poor grades
8. Superhero’s chest 
letter
9. Sacred table

10. Zigzag
11. Ocean cruiser
19. Halloween creature
20. Verse
21.	Tom	Hanks	film
22. Bungle
23. Schuss
24. Heavy hammer
27. Betrayals
29. Scat!
31. Sheep’s ma
32. Spot
33. Correct!
35. Airtight
37. Wizardry
38. Isolated from others
39. Pebble
41. Andes animal
43. Roof projection
45. Chop down
47. Sly animal
48. British brew
49. Santa’s suit color



Place Forest
10539, Pie-IX Blvd.
514 325-7100

Decarie Square
6900 Decarie, Unit K001
514 739-6838

436, Jean-Talon St West
du Parc Metro
514 272-2355

680, Jarry St East
Jarry Metro
514 490-0099

MONTREAL

Complexe Desjardins
175, René-Lévesque Blvd. West
Place-des-Arts Metro
514 669-1880

Place du Quartier
(Chinatown)
1111, St-Urbain St
Place-des-Arts Metro
514 667-0077

Place Alexis Nihon
1500, Atwater Av.
Atwater Metro
514 939-5552

4190, St-Laurent Blvd.
Mont-Royal Metro
514 439-9934

Le Boulevard Shopping Centre
4270, Jean-Talon St East
514 887-7784

SOUTH SHORE

Valleyfield Centre
50 Dufferin, Unit 1200
Valleyfield
450 373-2335

Châteauguay Regional Centre
200 d’Anjou Blvd.,
Châteauguay
450 692-7769

NORTH SHORE

Galeries Terrebonne
1185, Moody Blvd.
Terrebonne
450 471-8972

LANAUDIERE

Galeries Joliette
1075 Firestone Blvd.
Joliette
450 499-3014

OUTAOUAIS

Les Galeries de Hull
320, St-Joseph Blvd.
Hull
819 205-1390

Offers subject to change without notice. A Setup Service Fee of $50 applies to set up your device and related services. Taxes extra. 1. Fido Payment Program: 0% APR on approved credit with a Fido Payment Program Agreement (FPPA) and an eligible Fido mobile 
plan. A larger down payment may be required based on our evaluation of your credit. FPPA based on full price less any down payment plus taxes (excluding promo credits, if applicable, which are applied monthly on your bill for as long as your FPPA is in place). Any 
down payment plus taxes is due in full upon purchase. If your FPPA is terminated or your mobile plan is cancelled, the outstanding Fido Payment Program balance becomes due and the promo credit (if applicable) will end. TMFido related names & logos are trademarks 
used under licence. © 2021 Fido

Visit mobifone.ca  
to see all current offers

NOW IS A GOOD TIME

ZERO IN ON THE NEW

$

0DOWN

Fido Payment Program
with

0% interest, on approved credit
with select phones and plans.
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